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sion. Notwithstanding the interjections of
the hon. member, I saw some of the officers
in their true colours.

Leave to Continue,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK—
Geraldton) [8.49] : In view of the lateness
of the hour, and of the fact that we are
breaking all the regulations we have made,
I move-—

That the hon, member be granted leave to
continue his speech at the next sitting.

Motion put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.50 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 1%
am, and read prayers.

MOTION—PARLIAMENTARY
ADVISORY COMMITTEES.

HON. H. L. ROCHE (South-East)
[11.5]: I move—

That, in the opinion of this House, eight
committees should immediately be appointed
to inquire into and report upom, and, where
advisable, organise for the carrying out of any
proposal

{a) referred to such committec by the
Minister; or

(b) decided upon by a two-thirds major-
ity of the members present at a
meeting of the committee.

Each such committee to be related to one of
the eight Cabinet Ministers and its powers to
be in respect of the matters connected with
his department, and to consist of three mem-
bers of the Legislative Council and five mem.
bers of the Legislative Assembly, and be pro-
portionately representative of =zll parties as
nearly as possible. A majority of members
of a committee to form a quornm and a meet-

[COUNCIL.]

ing of any sue committee to be convened by
notice signed by any three membera of the
committee or by the Minister,

I have brought forward this motion with a
view to obtaining an expression of opinion
on it from members, and with the desire to
aseertain whether it appeals wholly or in
part to them. It will also serve as an ex-
pression of opinion by private members to
the Government that we desire Ministers to
make greater use of our services in some
form or other than has been possible up to
the present. It can truly be said of every
member of Parliament, certainly of every
member of this House, that he is anxtous lo
do more than he is now doing to assist inm
this time of erisis. The Premier, in the
letter he addressed to members, compliment-
ed them upon the work they were doing;
but I think it must be recognised that, be-
fore private members can render effective
assistance, they must have some status.
Some arrangement must be made to permit
of the co-ordination of their efforts. The
proposal is one that is only feasible if it
meets with the full approval of the Govern-
ment itself and I hope that approval will
be forthcoming. There is no intention in
any way to usurp the responsibilities of the
Ministers, who would be in complete con-
trol; bat the proposed committees could, in
my opinion, function effectively and use-
fully in an advisory capacity. At present
I understand members representing the
North-West of the State hold meetings, and
presumably they find those meetings are
for the good of the people whom they re-
present.

Private members could, if these proposed
committees were formed, contribute to the
welfare of the State along similar lines.
The many duties that Ministers have to dis-
charge and the fact that permanent ofli-
cials of the Tublic Service are fully en-
gaged, seem to me to militate against the
ability of Ministers thovoughly to investigate
the problems that arise from time to time,
Many of those problems are new; many of
them arise as a result of the war and the
position in which we find ourselves in con-
sequence, These are the problems that could
be investizated by the proposed advisory
committees. I do not suggest that publicity
should be given to the members of the com-
mittee; that is a matter which should be
left entirely to the Government. Individual
members of the committee should not be
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permitted to give publieity to views or ideas
of whiech the Minister concerned does not
approve. Certain matters appeal to me as
warranting investigation and reports to the
Ministers in charge of departments, or to
the Government as a whole. I shall mention
some of them.  There will certainly be
others, and there may even be more import-
ant ones, which members, if they approve
of this principle, may suggest.

One of the matters which, T suggest, af
the moment ealls for some investigation is
the provision of such skilled labour as is
still available for shearing next season’s
wool clip. Another is the consideration of
the uses that can he made of local electric
power installations in some centres for this
purpose, and the resultant saving of fuel
In the agricultural centres, most shearing
is done with small plants. "There will he a
considerable reduetion in the number of
shearers available. Unless something is done
—and it will need to bhe put in hand
promptly—a chaotic ¢comlition will arvise he-
fore we are well into shearing nest August
and September.

Another problen that might well he in-
vostigated and assistance afforded the Min-
ister, is the consideration of measures to en-
sure a supply of agricaltural Iabour, and
also consideration of how, and to what ex-
tent, use ean he made in agrieultore of
female Inhour. 1 wonld also like to add an-
other matter, and that is 2 review of the
use thot can be made of alien labowr which
15 in many instances af present exploiting
the conditions in which we find ourselves.
The Federal Government is orzanising
labour baitalions, but | think it is deing
that more direetly in connection with the
war effort. [f it is undertaking to organise
the aliens of whom I speak, for other pur-
poses, then a committee of this Parlinment,
working under the direecton or at the rve-
quest of the Government, eould afford the
Minister directly eoncerned and, through
him, the Federal anthority, much useful in-
formation.

In his letter to members, the Premier sug-
gested certain matters that they might look
into and help to further. I find wmyvself,
for one, in a rather difficult position. We
have no more status than that of a private
member of Parliament. We have no anth-
ority to encourage people to do certain
things, nor any opportunity to co-ordinate
our efforts with those of other memhers. An
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instanee was brought to my notice recently
in eonncetion with the proposed increased
production of onions. Western Australia
requires, taking the average yield, an in-
creage in the area for the onion erop of
about 150 acres. If we, as individuals, go
to onr own distriets and persuade people
to grow an additional ten aeres or 50 acres,
there is no co-ordination, and we may lind
that when the erop is grown there are 300
or 400 additional acres. We would then
have created a marketing problem. That is
an aspeet to be considered, and emphasises
the need for something of this nature to be
done.

The ¢uestion of emergeney food supplies
is another matter that will bear consider-
able investigation. T doubt very much
whother the emevgeney supplies of pre-
served foodstuifs, in eountry areas at all
events, is as sntisfactory as the Minister
hopes. Consideration of the best means of
storing wheat s another point raised hy
the Premter in his letter. That matter will
have to he dealt with, not by us as indivi-
duals, bat through the Minister, and there
will need to be some co-ordination in that
direetion.  Obviously it woulll he absuyd for
private members to go into the counfry
aveas preaching the gospel of {lie storing
of wheat when we have huge constructtonal
Jobs at present in progress at places like
Bassendean and Picton. We would have to
give a full explanation of that beenuse it is
obviously u coniradietion of what we are
expected to ddo in regard to the storage of
wheat in the couniry districts away from
the coast.

A nunber of other matters arise but, cx-
cept for one, I will not deal with thein at
the wmoment as [ do not wish to delay the
House unduly. The one problem [ would
like to nention al this stage is the con-
sideration of, and recommendation, if pos-
sible, as to how hetter provision could he
made for the maintenance and overhauling
of the State railway rolling stock, which is
at present heing worked to eapaeity. 1E
full loading is to eontinue, it scems that to
effect the proper maintennnce of the rolling
stock will be impossible. I sugwrest that if a
committee such as I propose weye appointed,
it might very well investigate the position
and possibly recommend that civilian trans-
port on the railways, for a period, should
be halved to ennble the rolling stoek to he
withdrawn for maintenance. The unse at
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present being made of that stock, partieu-
larly locomotives, makes me concerned as
to what the position might be if we sud-
denly had an increased demand made on
it for military purposes. Whereas the Min-
ister or the department would be faced with
diffienlties—there wonld certainly be consid-
erable opposition—if they reduced the
civilinn transport by 50 per cent., or what-
ever percentage they thought desirable, if a
committee of this House recommended it,
those people who might he inclined to com-
plain would be forced to realise that it was
an absolute necessity.

I will not delay the House any longer at
this juneciure. I have moved the motion in
the hope of getting an expression of opinion
from members to the effect that they wonld
like the Government to avail itself to a con-
siderably greater degree of the services of
private members than has been possible to
date.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [11.20]: While it is per-
fectly true that the Government, through
the Premier, has expressed a desive to have
the assistance and co-operation of members
of Parliament, the Government has not had
an opportunity to consider the proposal
contained in this motion. I am wondering
whether the framer of the motion has given
it serious consideration hecause, on analysis
it appeals to me as the most revolu-
tionary motion that could be submitted to
Parliament.

Hon. H. L. Roche: It is done in the Fed-
eral Parliament.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is not.
I do not want the hon. member to think I
am opposed to the idea that members should
assist the Government in quite a number of
matters, but I wish to draw attention to the
wording of the motion. It would be possible
for four members of Parliament to cause
investigation to be made to carry out or-
ganising work on their own responsibility.
It would take the responsibility out of the
hands of Ministers and the Government.
Although the hon. member does not suggest
that in his remarks—he said the opposite
is the idea—that would be the net result if
the motion, as printed, was agreed to by the
Government.

I think there are many ways in which
private members can assist, but I, expressing
my own opinion, certainly eould not possibly

[COUNCIL.]

agree to this motion. The functions of these
committees, if appointed, would be to in-
quire into and report upon and, where ad-
visable, organise for the ecarrying out of
any proposal decided upon by a two-thirds
majority of the members present at a meet-
ing of the ecommittee. A committee is to
consist of eight members, three members of
the Legislative Council and five members
of the Legislative Assembly. A majority
of eight is five, and a quorum, in the cir-
cumstances, would be five, and a majority
of a committee would be able to do the
things I have mentioned, without reference
to the Minister, without regard to the
nature of the subject and so on,

For these reasons I am afraid the hon.
member has not given the motion the eon-
sideration it should have reeceived. While
I do not want to enter into details this
morning, I suggest that the phases men-
tioned by the hon. member are undoubtedly
matters upon whieh information could be
provided by private members of either
House. At the same time I point out that
these matters are at present receiving atten-
tion from Commonwealth and State depart-
ments, There are statutory officers who are
dealing with them—officers who bave heen
given a good deal of anthority under the
National Security Regulations—and where
they are operating under those regulations,
they have full power to act. Notwithstand-
ing this I feel sure that on the matters heing
handled by them, there are many points of
value that could be brought forward by pri-
vate members of Parliament who, in some
instances, have a peculiarly expert know-
ledge of the diffienlties.

The suggestion wns made by Mr. Roche
that a private member has no status. I ean-
not entirely agree with his statement. In my
experience a private member has status in
his own district that should be of very great
advantage. The hon. member pointed out
that members representing the North-West
are able to meet and give authoritative
opinions on many subjects associated with
the North and that information is very
valuable to the Government; but the same
claim cannot lie in other divections. I feel
that the Government would be only too
pleased to take advamtage of the particu-
lar knowledge that private members have
on many subjects, apart from those men-
tioned this morning, but the method hy
which those sabjects should be dealf with
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is a diffcrent matter. Whether the motion
is carried or not, it will certainly be con-
sidered by the Government, but I assure the
hon. member that while the motion stands
as printed, I regard it as the very negation
of our form of Government, and I think I
am right in saying that it wounld take from
Ministers of the Crown, who have been
vested with all the authority to deal with
matters that come within their jurisdiction,
any authority or responsibility they may
have in regard to administration.

Hon, H. L. Roche: That was never in-
tended.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course
it was not intended, and that is why I say
the hon. member has not given sufficient
thought to the wording of the motion. The
House will deal with the motion as it thinks
fit, but in view of the fact that the Premier
has notified private members that he is very
angions to have their assistance in many
directions, I think that after there has been
a diseussion, the hon. member would he waell
advised to withdraw the motion, mainly on
account of the wording.

HON J. CORNELL (South) [11.28]: 1
am not so muech concerned ahout the pur-
port of the motion as T am ahont the prin-
ciple involved, aud the principle involved is
that at this juncture it would he in the in-
terests of the State gencrally and our part
of the proseention of the war if the Gov-
ernment resorted to the procedure adopted
by Mr. R. G. Menzies when he wag Prime
AMinister, earried on by his successor, and
eontinued and enlarged by Mr. Curtin. That
is the appointment of Parliamentsary eom-
mittees according to the numerical strength
of the two Houses of the Conunonwealth
Parliament and aceording to the numerieal
strength of the parties represented in those
Houses,

Whatever may be said against Mr. R. G.
Menzies, it cannot be said that the present
TFederal Government—although it displaeed
him—turned down that idea. On the other
hand, the Government has carried it on
and enlarged it. If the Government thinks
that these committees are not essential,
desirable or neeessary, it shonld not appoint
them. That, however, does not take away
from the fact that this Parliament may
consider and resolve that such special com-
mittees are not only necessary but desir-
ahle. T think that is what is sought by
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the motion. True, every member of Par-
liaent received a communication from the
Premier, and their co-operation and assis-
tanee, it was said, would be weleome. Who
will welcome their co-operation or listen
to their suggestions? The war hag been in
progress since the beginning of September,
1939. No Minister and no departmental
head has ever invited me to give an opinion
about anything.

Houn. C. F. Baxter; Nor has any other
member been asked.

Hon. J. CORNELL:: Not so far as I know.
Unless there was a direction from Parlia-
ment 1bhat the present situation be altered
per medium of these committees, I wonld
not. take the chanee of receiving a push
in the face myself by going along and say-
ing, *‘I think vou ought to do this, that or
the other.’’ The Government is in office
fo da its joh, and Parliament can express
an opinion as to whether or not that job
ix being done. Parliament may also say
where it thinks some improvement ean be
cffected. T venture to say that when the
Premier returns from Canberra he will
call a meeting of members of his Party,
and lay hefore them the substance of what
he has done, seen and heard. That Party
inelndes eertain members in this House, He
has adopted that course before.
of this Tlouse who do not belong to the
Labour Party will know nothing in re-
2zard to that side of the business, and will
have to continue looking to the Press for
information about what is going on.

Hon. W. J. Mann: They will he left in
onter darknoess.

Hon, J. CORNELL: That is the position,
T understand that the Leader of the
Opposition {Hon, C. . Latham) and
the T.eader of the National Party
{(Mr. Ross MeDonald) have, so to
speak, heen seeonded to eollaborate
with the Government. We know that in the
Federal avena a war eouncil has heen ap-
pointed, composed of representatives of
parties in the Hounse. We also know
that when the Prime Minister makes
a statement eoncerning what the eouncil

has considered and disenssed, or when
the Leader of the Opposition (Mr,
Fadden) makes a statement on the

same subjeet, that matter becomes publie
property, hut I have yet to learn that any-
thing has emanated from the Leader of the
Opposition or the Leader of the National

Members -
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woftort if the Governmeni gave effect to the pro-
eedure adopted by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment by appeinting several Parliamentary
committees to inquire into and report upon
such matters as may be veferred to any of
the committees.’’

1 think that will adequately meet the posi-
tion, and indicate that we ave desirous of as-
sisting in this direction. If the Government
says, “We do not want your committees,”
then we shall have a complete answer, should
we be asked what we are doing.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-

politan—on  amendment) [11.45]; I am
enfirely in  sympathy with the mover
of the motion, but as it stands I

think it is rather too complieated and
goos  too much into  detail. It  would
be far hotter fo agree to Mr Cor-
nell’s admendment and aflirm the prineiple.
I wnderstand that for some little time past
a committee of this Parliminent has heen
aeting in regard to the North-West. The
committee has, I helicve, done very good
and neeessary work. We must all realise
that the position of the North-West and of
the scttlers living there al  present is
peculiavly diffieult, pevhaps more diffieult
than the position of any other part of the
State.  In the appointment of the com-
mittee relating to the North-West, we
have a precedent for taking the action sug-
gested in the amendment. [ do not know
to what extent that committee lhas author-
itv. I take it that it is purely a consul-
totive and advisory committee. I am not
aware that it is necessarv for any of the
other committees suggested to have fur
iher powers than that.

I de not know whether mombers took
notice of the Gallup pell publizhed in the
“*West Anstralian’’ vestorday, T do net
pretend to know anylhing of the manner
in whieh these polls are conducted, but
they nre generally aceepted as a sort of
indieation, at all events, of public opinion.
Tu the poll to which T vefer, three nuestions
were asked. One was: Is the State Govern-
ment helpful to the war effort? The #reond
was: Is it harmful to the war effort; and
the third: Is it without effect altogether? In
Western Australin the voting showed that
20 per cent. of the people—that is one-
fifth—helicve that the State Government is
helpful to the war effort; 28 per cent. ave
of the opinion that it is a hindranee; and
A2 per cent. declaved it to have no cffect
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whatever. 1 do not know whether that is
to be regarded as complimentary to or e.n-
demnatory of the Goverrment, Members
of the Ministry ean no doubt interpret it
according to their own inclinations, but I
feel sure that there is a very strong opinion
throughout Western Australia that the
State Gtovernment and the State Parliament
are not doing as much as they might, and
the suggestion in the motiun is worthy of
consideration.

We have all been asked by the Premier
to assist and co-operate, but how are we
to do it unless there is some sort of
mnchinery provided, by which we can
work? My, Cornell has referred to
one ar two very important matters,
partienlavly the fate of our goldmining
indlustry. 1€ is within the knowledge of many
of us—and partienlarly those like myself
who have had some association with the
Federal Parlinment—that there is a strong
element in the party now in power in the
Commonwenlth that is very anxious to
dextroy anything in the nature of a backing
for eurreney in ovder to make it casier to
imploent the idea of finaneing the war,
publie works and soetal services hy Com-
monwealth Bank credit, whatever that may
be. We have to keep that in mind when
we are told by Ministers of the proposed
elosing down of the goldmining industry.

I emphasise the taet that we have not
been fold of this by the Prime Minister.
Circumstances suggest that the Prime Min-
ister probably did net know just what Mr.
Johnson was coming here to tell the mining
industry, and it bas eaused in a not neces-
surily suspieious mind the idea that that
clomnent that desires the destruction of what
might he ealled eurvency stability, would at
all evenls he very indifferent to any i1} that
might happen to the goldmining industry of
Wostern Australta.  Hoving that faet in
mind, I entircly endorse Mr. Cornell’s sug-
gestion that the moembers of this Parlia-
ment should have some voice in the matter
and should strengthen the hands of the Ad-
ministration in its resistance to a proposal
that T know is entirely eondemned hy every
member of our State Government.

T am also in agreement with Mr. Cornell
that a matter like uniform taxation in the
form in which it has been suggested, and
which is undoubtedly intended as a step to-
wards unification and the destruction of the
sovercign power of the States, is a matter
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not merely for the Government but for Par-
liament, and one that might very well be
investigated. There are other what might
be ealled smaller matters, I endorse again
what Mr. Cornell has said about motor head-
lamps and street lights in other than black-
out areas. I am sure the Chief Secretary
must be aware that since the instructions
relating to those matbers have been issued,
notwithstanding the enormous decrease in
the volume of traffic on the roads, there has
beer an appalling inerease in the oumber of
accidents, and a very large increase in the
number of fatal accidents. Surely that can
be avoided.

The Honerary Minister: It would be ad-
visable for people to keep off the roads.

Hon, Sir HAL COLEBATCH: If every-
body has to keep off the roads, why not have
a curfew to compel people to keep in their
homes after dark? It is a mistake to sup-
pose that people must not go about their
lawful occasions,

The Honorary Minister: Most of the aeci-
dents have been eaunsed by people walking
on the roads instead of on the fooipaths.

Hon. Siv HAL COLEBATCH: Many
have happened to people necessarily eross-
ing streets. T have oceasion nt times to go
ont at night, and I find that in erossing St.
George's-terrace one has to he exiremely
careful. T would he the last to make remarks
of this kind if I thonght there was any need
for sueh provision and that there was any
extremity; but there can he no such need.
Members of Pavliament have the vight to
investigate these matters, because they are
the ones who are eondemned when things go
wrong. Members of Parliament are intelli-
gent men who have been elecled hy the
people and have a responsibility on their
shoulders. Surely a committee of such men
wonld be able to devise a method of road
traffic at night time, which would eliminate
the present danger and veduce the numher
of accidents.

Another matter is that to which T re-
ferved in a question I put to the Chief
Secretary. Tf I thought that by putting
advertisements on the outside of their shops
business people were going to eanse danger
to life or to encourage or help the enemy,
T would not raise the point; hut I eannot
see how such a proceeding ean possibly serve
cither of those purposes, and it is a very
rrave injustice to small business men to im-
pose this restriction upon them.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. I. B. Bolton: A most ridiculous
thing!

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: To a very
large extent big business places are arcades
leading from street to street and have the
same oppurtunities for display as they have
in times of peace, but the small man is pro-
hibited from putting anything outside his
shop except his name and the nature of his
business. I do not know what right or auth-
ority any commitice has to impose restrie-
tions of that kind wpon business people. As
a matter of faet one only has to walk along
the street to perceive that the order is heing
ignored and that people are still painting
up, as I consider is quite appropriate,
notices in regard to the character and con-
duct of their husinesses in spite of the fact
that the Minister said proceedings were to
be taken against them.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tt relicves the drabness
it nothing else,

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Yes, and
I cannot for the life of me see that it does
anybody any possible harm. My own eon-
vietiom is that the compulsory removal of
glass and the substitution of timber was a
step in the wrong divection.

Hon, G. W. Ailes: And they put it down
as eapital expenditure, if vou please!

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: That is
a taxation matter that skould be taken into
necount in considering all these things.
Llow are these provisions going to affect
the individual ! After all is satd and done,
the mnintenance of the stahility of the in-
dividual is essential to the war effort. How
ean peapie he expeeted to huy war bonds
or war savings certificates if they are going
to be embarrassed in theiv business life
overy dav? We are proud that we have in
our midst many solliers from another part
of the world. Those men are naturally in-
clined to spend a little money, and I think
they are inelined to spend it wisely. Why
should not the small husiness man have
an opportunity to try to eater for their re-
quirements without having unnecessary re-
strietions imposed upon him ¢

Those are only n few indications of the
use to which the committee system might
he applied. At the root of ihe matter lies
the fact that the public does blame the
Government and  Parliament for things
done wrong and stapidly. I do not think
moembers of Parliament should be required
to accept hlame unless they have an op-
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portunity of sharing responsibility, There
was an outery a little while ago against the
method of rationing. Speaking to the state-
ment of the Chief Seeretary, I suggested
that the right course was for the Com-
monwealth Government to lay down the
basis of rationing, and for the local authori-
ties, which alone have sufficient knowledge
of the different circumstances prevailing in
different parts of the State, to work out
the details. There is another instance in
which a committee composed of members of
Parliament and Ministers might be of very
great serviee, I support the admendment
because I think the motion goes too far
and pins us down to details that might be
improved upon after the matter was given
eonsideration by the Government.

HON W. J. MANN ({South--West—on
amendment) [11.57]: T agree that they may
he in the motion rather more detail than
is wise, and for that rveason 1 shall
support the amendment. The  Minister,
when discussing the motion, except for the
faet that he consideved ihere was a eertain
amount of redundaney in the wording, made
out & very good case for the principle. He
said that the Government recognised that
amongst membeyz of both Houses of Par-
lianment there was o good deal of ability
and expert knowledge.

[Resolved: That motions be continued.]

Hon. W. J. MANN: The Chief Secrefary
has acknowledged that some members pos-
sess expert knowledge the application of
which to problems of the State would be of
extreme value. If that is the position—I
believe it to be quite true—it would seem
that the Government has waited for a very
long time, and is still negligent in that
respeet, before availing itself of the lenefit
of that knowledge. Probably one of the
considerations that influenced Mr. Roche in
submitting his motion was the fact that, in
common with others, he felt that the Gov-
ernment should awaken to the fact that valu-
able time is being wasted.

It i not necessary for me Lo dirveet atten-
tion to the various avenues in which the
werviees of members might be used. As a
country member I cmphasise the faet that
frequently there are happenings in rural
narts of which the Government has no know-
ledge, or at best a very imperfect know-
ledge. On the other hand, private members
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sec or kear much regarding such matters and
are in a position to make suggestions to the
Government as to what could best be done
and thereby render valuable service from
time to time. To cite one instance, not long
ago 1 saw what I thought was a most out-
rageous state of affairs in connection with a
matter affecting a certain Federal depart-
ment. I made a second trip to the locality
in order to make sure of the facts. When I
had done so, I passed on the details to what
I thought was the right quarter, with the
result that in less than a week a very marked
improvement was effected and that more
satisfactory condition has been maintained
ever sinece. 1 mention that instance in pass-
ing to demonstrate that in my opinion the
services of private members should he uti-
lised as far as possible.

It is not always easy for the Government
to appreciate how difficulties can best be
surmounted, or tronbles overcome. I eom-
mend Mr. Roche for introducing this topie
for diseussion and although T eannot see my
way clear fo support his motion, T shall vote
in favour of the amendment, I have this
to say to ithe Minister’s eredit: T was glad
to hear him remark that, irrespective of
whether the motion was agreed to or re-
jeeted, the issue raised would receive the
serious consideration of the Government. The
fact that the motion will be earried even in
an amended form, as I hope it will be,
should serve to strengthen the hands of the
Government.

HON E. H H. HALL (Central—on
amendment) [12.4]: After listening to the
Chief Seceretary, I have no doubt that the
amendment will he agreed to as it serves to
remove the only objection reasonably fo be
urged against the motion. The disenssion
so far reminds me that T have in past years
frequently pointed out what I regarded as
a great defeet in our democratic system. My
view has been shared by men who know a
ereat deal more abont it than T do. I refer
to the question of Cabinet dietatorship.
Whatever may be said for publie snbhmission
to such a principle in times of pence, there
can he no excuse for it in days of stress
snch as the present. After saying that, I
could content myself by merely adding that
the motion should be weleomed by the Gov-
crnment, buf there is one other important
phase to which T should like to refer.
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If ever there was an oceasion, quite apart
from the world upheaval that is oceupying
so much attention today, when the State
Government should have sought the active
assistance and co-operation of every member
of Parliament as the representatives of all
the people of Western Australia, it was
when fhe dreadfully sudden and ill-considered
determination was arrived at to deal a deadly
blow at the largest industry in this great
undeveloped State of ours. I refer to the
reported deecision of the Federal Government
regarding the future of the goldmining in-
dustry, Mr. Cornell stated that the Federal
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. H. V. Johnson,
MH.R.) visited the State but he did not
know whether that member when he went
to Kalgoorlie to tell his constituents some-
thing, did so with the approval of the Prime
Minister., T should imagine that the hon.
member must have had some grounds for
making a statement of that deseription,

I find it hard to conceive that, Mr. Cortin
and Mr. Johnson hoth hcing Western Aus-
tralian representatives, the latter should be
in n position to take the constituents in the
Kalgoorlic Federal electoral division into his
confidence and tell them something of which
the Prime Minister had no knowledge., 1
eannot conecive of anything of that sort
having happened. (m the other hand, Mr.
Curtin, althongh heing the Prime Minister,
is only one individual. 1£, as has been stated
this morning, there is some scheme hy which
it is proposed to eliminate gold from our eco-
nomie system, T ean only snggest that no eon-
sideration has heen given to the interests of
this State.  Moreover, there is not even a
committee comprised of memhers of Par
liament that could fake uwp such a malter
and make a determined stand in oppesition
te it. You, Mr. President. have been n
member of the National Parliamnent and
have been asseciated with the State Parlia
ment for many vears. Yon must have more
knowledge than T possess regarding the Con-
stitutions of holh the Commonwealih and

the State.

Ts it possible for the Commonwealth to
do such a damnable thing as that sugeested
regarding our goldmining industey? Iave
we no comehack at all? Ts there nothing
that we as a Parliament can do in assoeia-
tion with the (overnment fo stop this very
arave injustice? T have heard and read
speeches on this topic but in not ane did I
see any reference to its effect on a lowly but

[COUNCIL.)

most important scclion of the goldmining
industry, L refer to those hardy old bat-
tlers—the prospectors. 1t is unthinkable
that such an act of injustice should be
done to men of that type, I hope every-
thing possible will he done to obviate that
possibility.

Reverting to the question of the appoint-
ment of Parliamentary committees, there
must undoubtedly be many matters thal
members individually would be loth to take
up. I mmentioned one subject the other day.
I am sure that had there been a committee
in existence to whom the matter conld have
heenn referred, it would have received aiten-
tion. I menlioned that many thousands of
gallons of petrol have been wasted and had
that subjeet been referred to a committee,
that wastage could have becn obviated. It
could be said, “Well, why did you not go
to the heads rvegarding this matier?’ Each
member ean speak for himself but for my
part I would fecl justified, although dread-
fully sensitive, taking some snch action.
Wo listened to a lecture over the air
Wy o well-informed  authorvity who said
that one of the weakuesses of democracy
today wns that we set ourselves out to eriti-
cise the Government, and it was time that
wo got hehind owr CGovernments, State and
Federal, and gave them a little more sup-
port and not quite so much eriticism. 1 bhe-
licve there is something in that and that
we wonld be working in the interests of the
nation if we co-operated a little more and
did nol have quite so much to say in a eriti-
eal vein. T have spoken with officers and
men and nlse with experts regarding the
petrol question, but the faet romains that
nothing has been done.

Tf a comumittee representing all shades of
political opinion were  established, mat-
ters conld he  veported to them For eon-
sideration, and reeommendations emanaling
Irom such hodies would earry more weight
becanse it would he realised that the pro-
posals (il not cmanate from one seetion

tmhued with partienlar party points of
view. Surth a  committee would give
due  consideration  to  the matters re-
ferred to it for attention and any
action  taken would eerfainly not ve-
dound fo its diseredit. The prineiple in-

valved in the motion should be weleome to
the Government. Although the committees
would operate independently, aetion could
not he taken without Ministerial approval.
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By adoepting that course we could indicate
to the public generally that Parliament was
acting.

On many oceasions people who obviously
labour under a misapprehension, have asked
me about this or that matter, and I have
had to remind thetn that [ am not respon-
sible. T have often been met with the reply,
“But you ara a member of the Govern-
ment.”  Many people think that member-
ship of Parlinment is synonymous with
Ministerial  oftice, Ofien  wembers  are
blamed quite wrongly for what oeeurs, tho
tdea being leld that they are Ministers of
the Crown. Very often it is necessavy for
a member (o take action on the floor of
the House ig orvder to secure information,
and, to seeurc his ohjective, he frequently
has to go to great lengths.

Hon. JJ. Cornell: He often has to cxag-
gerate his case in order to get publicity.

Hon. K. H. . WALL: The hon. member
knows much more about that phase lhan 1
do.  PFrequently the answers given to onr
questions have been very unsatisfactory, and
we find that individoal  members  eannot
seeure the considerabion for their require-
ments  thal should bhe extended  to them.
Whatever suggestions were placed  hefave
the Government in accovdanee with the prin-
eiple wnderlying the motion, would represent
the considered opinions of committees eom-
prising rvepresentatives of all shades of poli-
tieal opinion in hoth Houses. T support the
mnendment,

HON ©. F. BAXTER (East—on wnwmend-
ment} [12.16]: The motion and the amend-
ment are brought forward bhecause members
of the Chamher have found themselves in
the position of not being able to use their
experience and ahilities to assist in the war
effort. I fecl that, like myself, every mem-
her of the ITouse wishes to do something to
aid that effort today. It is quite true that
onr Premier sent a ¢ireular to cach member
of Parliament dealing with that aspeet; hut
an analysis of the doecwmnent shows that it
asks members to do something they cannot
possibly do. T shall not deal with the whole
nf the cirenlar, hut T speeially mention that
the members to whom it was addressed were
asked to go out into their eonstituencies and
aitend to matters affecting civil evaeuation.
I hold that if the Premier aseertained the
position in that regard, he would find that
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local government authorities have already
taken the matter in hand.  The cireular
asked members to go out, with no standing
whatever heyond that accorded to members.
of Parliament, and interfere with what is
the business of local anthorities. Those anth-
orities, if we did so, wounld tell us in plain
langnage to mind our own business. And
this eriticism applies to most of the con-
tents of the cireular.

The cnemy is at our doors, an enemy
whose presence there should have compelled
every man and woman and Yyouth in the
community to unite in a common effort and
stand shoulder to shoulder to defeat that
enemy. In peacetime it is open to us to
have differences of opinion on many sub-
jects, but at the present juneture there is
no room for any differences of opinion
whatever. The mover of the motion and
also the mover of the amendment have i
their minds that a committee should be
oreated to operate under the instruetions
of a Minister of the Crown. In my opinion,
that is not all that should be done. The
Prime Minister says that every man and
every woman in Australia are now work-
ing wholeheartedly in the war effort—which,
unfortunately, is not true. All differences
that existed in pencetime should have beer
allowed to go hy the hoard in wartime; hut
differences of opinion in the political world
have not been laid aside. While there is a
demand that the people of this eountry
should make a one hundred per cent. effort
towards winning the war, apparently party
polities are to go on just the same.

The time is long past when the political
parties of Australia, Federal and State,
should have been amalgamated. Every mem-
ber of each legislature should have been
purt and pareel of one united legislative
body, instecad of doing sectional work as is
the case now, when, as we know, there is
only one party represented in the Govern-
ment. We see proof of that every day; and
T say that without in any way deerying the
party at present in power. We shall never
have a one hundred per cent. effory fromw
legislative authorities until all politieal par—
ties are united and party politieal difter-
ences are entirely buried. That is what is.
needed, more than the appointment of i
committee. Seemingly there is a section of
the community thal will not agree to what
I have stated. TUnfortunately that section
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will not assent to a superseding of the free-
dom we have gained, even while the enemy
is on our threshold.

I shall pot speak at length; indeed, I
should not be speaking at all. However, the
crisis is vital. One of our great industries,
I may say our greatest industry, that of
goldmining, is menaced. The Federal mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. H. V. Johnson,
M.H.R.), who came over here representing,
we understood, the Commonwealth authori-
ties advocated terminating goldmining oper-
ations. In this morning's paper we read an
astonishing statement from Mr, Dedman sup-
porting the proposal. Consequently Mr.
Dedman’s action is serious. Vietoria un-
doubtedly is far more powerful in the Fed-
<ral Parliament than is Western Australia.
Goldmining in Viectoria is only a small aec-
tivity as compared with the industry in
Western Australia. The intention is that
the manpower of goldmining shall he trans-
ferred to the Army. For that view a great
leal may be snid; but there is more to be
said for the faet that Australia is not getting
one hundred per cent. manpower from all
Austratian indunstries.

Under Regulation No. 77, we have the
position seecured, nccording to the Prime
Minister, as regards Australian industries,
and there is to be no interference whatever
with war industries. But what do we find?
The key industry of Anmstralia is being
held up week after week by an ele-
ment that apparenily does not trouble
abont the war, Yet Western Australia
is to be deprived of the manpower of ifs
goldmining industry, while that other
industry in the East is to be allowed to do
as it likes with respect to supplying a vital
need of Australia—the production of coal
Commiitees are all right; but I contend that
if there were no party factions, the trouble
in the eoal industry would not have lasted
one week. liven we have in our mines some
disaffeetion which would not exist if there
were united effort on the part of the legis-
lators of Australia. No wonder the Ans-
tralian people ave disgusted! Right through
this continent the best results are not being
obtained from those men who have becen
elected to represent the Aunstralian people.
We cannot get the best vesults unless the
efforts of all Australians are combined in
the fight to save Australia.

Let us first win the war, and then we can
«ea]l with other conditions afterwards, T
support the amendment in the hope that

[COUNCIL.]

some little good may be done. Parliament
shonld not adjourn until such time as we
have something definite on tweo highly im-
portant mafters—uniform taxation and the
goldmining industry, Are we to sit down
and let the goldmining industry go¥ Surely
members realise what the closing-down of
that industry would mean! If would involve
& terrible task fo resmreet the industry, no -
matter what the value of gold may be after-
wards.

Again, what s to be done with the
enormous assets existing on our goldfields?
A few glib words, “We want the manpower,”
and those assets are to be destroyed! Is the
goldmining industry, one of the best indus-
tries Australia ever had, and more especially
Western Australia, to be destroyed? T trusi
even now that sanity will prevail in the
political world, While we need one hundred
per cent. effort from the people, we want
one hundred per eent. political effort in
order to be successful in the war. T sup-
port the amendment.

Amendment (to strike out words) put
and passed.

The PRESIDENT: The question now is
that the words proposed to be inserted he
inserted.

HON. H V. PIESSE (South-East—on
amendment) [12.11]: By reason of the late
ranning of the Great Southern train T was,
to my regret, an hour late for the opening
of this sitting and thus lest the opportunity
to hear the remarks of the Chief Secretary.
M. Cornell and Mr. Roche. T wholeheartedly
support the motion, which the passing of the
amendment will doubtless improve. In view
of the knowledge possessed by members of
Parliament, their assistanee should eertainly
prove of great value to hoth the State
nnd the Federal Governments.

The Chief Segretary: We have rendered
such assistance,

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: That has been so
in the past, A committee of members can
got together and take evidence from Govern-
ment oflficials here, Only four wecks ago
Country Party members came to Perth de-
termined that the State Government should
he foreed to eall this Parliament together.
Why were we, as ordinary members of Par-
liament, so determined on that? Beeause
we could not obtain information other than
that available to the ordinary citizen. Our
elaim is that we, as representatives of our
constituents and conntry organisations on-
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deavouring to assist in the war effort, should
have the information we need. After having
heen lectured by three speeial departmental
officers in our party room here, we possessed
quite a different view from that which we
held previously of the Government’s war
effort and what was being done relative fo
our various industries, particularly the pri-
mary indostries.

Therc is no gainsaying the fact that the
people have been talking ahout the lack of
an organisation for carrying on. I, un-
fortunately, was prevented from attending
on the oecasion to which I refer, hut from
conversations with other members I gather
that there is amongst them a feeling that the
greatest possible efforts are not being made.
We have heard the goldmining industry dis-
cussed, and T say without fear of contradic-
tion that a member like yourself, Mr. Pre-
sident, who has seen the goldficlds come into
fruition and has been in Federal politics as
well, and also 2 member like Mr. Seddon,
could certainly furnish extremely helpfnl
information as members of the committee
to assist in advising the Government on the
important «uestions affecting goldmining.
We should co-opt every brain that we
can, beeause starting on  the bottom
rany  of the ladder we ean gradmlly
work up to the top towards the snecessful
prosecution of the war. TIn this way we
can put forth Western Australia’s utmost
effort for vietory and the well-being of
humanity, And those are the aims of all
of us.

Now let me allnde to Mr. Maun, who
shows so keen an interest in the production
of vegetable erops in his own provinee. No
one knows more about vegetable production
than that hon. member does. I myself have
made 3 study of the subject in my own
provinee. Last Saturday I received a tele-
phone call from a Marybrook grower who
referred to the fact that cerfain prices were
heing offered by the military authorities for
vegetables and told me that some farmers
were signing up at prices not commensurate
with the cost of production. T do not kuow
whether that statement is correet or incor-
rect, From the review published by the
Hawkesbary College, of which 1 was a
stndent, I learn that the average price
offered by the military authorities in New
South Wales for vegetables is £2 per ton
higher than the average price rnling here.
Surely that information should have
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been available to our Agrienltural Depart-
ment! We are now asked by the various
country organisations to assist in the matter.

Why should our growers be asked to pro-
duce vegetables at £2 per ton less than is
paid today to the growers in New South
Wales? Ts it reasonable? We are not now
exporting vegetables. I had intended to ask
the Minister some questions on this matter,
but’ this debate gives me the opportunity to-
mention them. On the one hand, the De-
partment of Agriculture may be aware of
what is being paid for vegetables in New
South Wales, but on the other hand the de-
partment may not. Before asking farmers
to produee additional quantities of vege-
tables for supply to the military anthorities
as well as to the publie, surely to goodness
the knowledge and information which pri-
vate Parliamentarians have of this matter
eould be passed on to the Depariment of
Apgricnltore.

Private members of this and of another
Chamber are experts on various phases of
industry. Mr. Wood, for instance, is an ex-
pert on wheat farming, Only today he was
late for Parliament because he had had to
attend a zone meeting in his district dealing
with that phase. Members of the proposed
advisory committees would not he ecalled
upon to act on them every week; hut they
would be available when reguired. 1f the
commitiees were formed, then we, as Jegis-
lators, would be more contented. We conld
remmain in our electorates and thus prove to
be of greater assistonee in our war effort.
[ supporvt the proposition.

HON. . B. WOOD (East—on amend-
ment) [12.32]: I support the motion as.
amended. I feel that nothing but good will
result from it. It eannot possibly do any
harm. Like the previous speaker, T believe
that members in touch with variens indus-
tries eould be of great assistance to the Gov-
ernment, whether the industry he vegetable
arowing or wheat growing or a secondary
industry. T take this opportunity to econ-
gratnlate the Government upon arranging
for the inspection of the State's various
secondary industries on Friday last. Per-
haps it is not vight for me to vefer to that
matter when speaking to this motion, hut
I take the opportunity to thank the Govern-
ment for what it did in that regard.

Shearing is a big problem that is facing
the State today. I venture the opinion that
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some members of Parliament know econsid-
erably more about that matter than do the
ofticers of the Department of Agriculture,
who are not in touch with it. I believe
country members could tender sound adviee
to the Government as to what should be
done to facilitate shearing operations this
Year. A member representing a country
constituency assured me that he considered
there wonld be a glut of vegetables in July,
yet growers are being wurged to produce
greater quantities. Even school children
throughout the East Province are growing
vegetables. In addition, acres of cabbages
and other vegetables have been planted out.
Consequently, there should be some organi-
=ation in this matter,

Farmers who attended a meeting at Quair-
ading yosterday appeared to be perturbed
regarding lighting restrictions on motor car
head lamps. I was talking recently to a
doctor who was very concerned about those
restrietions. He =aid that he would be forced
to break the law, as he is sometimes called
upon to assist the doctor at York with
operations. He assurced me that on one or
fwo oceasions he had to travel at 60 or 70
miles per hour to get to an nrgent case.

The Honorary Minister: And he might
have killed half a dozen people on the way,

Hon. . B. WOOD: Not neecessarily. He
was travelling fast to save life. T am sorry
the Minister adopts that attitude. The doe-
tor at York told me that he did the same
thing, as he was called upon to proceed to
Quairading to assist with operations there.
Attention should be devoted to considera-
tions of that description, which affect other
pecple as well as doctors. I ask the Govern-
ment what harm would he done to the war
effort by a person running n ear with full
lights on from York to Quairading?

The Chief Secretary: The military auth-
writies are responsible for that.

Hon. &. B. WOOD: I am aware of that,
but country people know how necessary it
is sometimes to run ecars with lights on.
No complaint is made about the blaze of
lights in the city or on the road from Perth
to Fremantle; that is a different matter
altogether, Assistance to the Ministers on
these and other matters would do mmch
good,

Amendinent (to insert words) put and
passed.
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HON H. L. ROCHE (South-East—in
reply) [12.36]: 1 shall not detain the House
long with my reply. I express my apprecia-
tion of the general approval which this pro-
posal has received from members. Its appro-
val is an indieation of the feeling of mem-
hers regarding the position in which they
find themselves during the present -erisis.
They are not able, with the machinery avail-
able at the moment, to afford that assistance
to the Government und the State which each
feels should be rendered. I am net an un-
qualified believer in coalition or national
governments; but, apart from that aspeet,
we must accept the position as it is. A pro-
posal along the lines suggested by me will
not interfere with the responsibility of the
Government or the Ministers. On the other
hand, it will afford members the oppor-
tunity to help in matters vegarding which
they are possibly better qualified ¢han others
to assist. The Chief Secretary took exeep-
tion to the wording of the motion and I
realise there is somothing to sustain his con-
tention. At the same time, however, I do
not think, had it heen passed in its original
form, that there would have heen any dan-
zer of husiness or responsibility being taken
out of the hands of Ministers. Actnally,
the proposed committees could not function
without the approval of the Government.
The members of such camnittees would have
no means of implementing their decisions un-
less the Minister concerncd or the Govern-
ment approved of them,

Question, as amended, put and passed,
On motion by Hon. H. L, Roche, reso-

lution transmitted to the Assembly and its
concurrence desired therein.

MOTION—PRINTING MINISTERIAL
STATEMENT.

As to State’s War Effort.

Debate resumed from the 16th April on
the following motion by the Chief Secre-
tary :—

That the Ministerial Statement be printed.

HON. J. G, HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[12.40]: T thank the Chief Seeretary for
allowing me at this stage to eontinune the
debate. I desire, with the econsent of
the Minister for Civil Dofenee, to submit
to the Flouse a statement of my activities
sinee assuming the role of Dircctor of State
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Civil Medical Emergency Services some eight
weeky ago. Let me first, however, go back
a little. It was in the middle of Deeember
that my profession shook itself free of com-
placency and realised that it had a task to
perform in making ready for any possible
cnermy action. A meeting of the profession
was ealled, and a eommittee appointed to
carry out the organisation considered neces-
sary and to assist in every way other bodies
working towards the common end of preven-
tion of civil casunlties and the adequate care
of any such as might oceur.

A plan was formulated and it is materialty
that which I will place before the House.
The members of that committee were Dr.
F. W. Carter, Major Cyril Fortune, Dr. 8.
E. Craig and myself. Its activities were
vuided by our energetic chairman, Mr. James
P. Ainslie, who was responsible for the
adoption, as our working plan, of the basis
of “if the raid oceurs tonight.” TUnder this
procramme of hustle, the commitiee sat more
or less eontinuously during the first week
or fen days, I recall, on one ocrasion,
adjourning at 1 am. for seven hours. We
venched a stage when we found that we, as
a purely advisory bedy, could make no pro-
gress.  Our first step was taken when we
were appointed a committee of the Civil De-
fonee Council, but without voice on that
council, having to rely upon the hospital and
casnalty sub-committee for any exeeative
authority.

Some progress was made, but we soon
realised again that progress would stop at
a certain point. When we failed to make
the Civil Defence Couneil realise the naeces-
«ity for representation of the medieal
profession in its deliberations, we approach-
ol the Premier. At this time the conneil
wns reorganised. 1 was appointed to ve-
present the profession and was given the
post of Divector of Civil Medieal Emergeney
Bervices.  Much has heen accomplished sinee
then. The task has not bheen easy, hut 1
van assure members of this Chamber and
the publie generally that, if a raid oceurs
tenight, our organisation will funetion—not
parfectly by any manper of means, but one
thowsand per cent. better than if the raid
had oecurred eight weeks ago. When I
say that my organisation is imperfect, T
mean it, and T will mention some of my
difticulties, but I ean assure members that
the injured man will not suffer beeause of
those imperfections. They are now such
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that they will hat eall upon the resources
of my profession and may not he apparent
excepl to ourselves. I trust not.

I wont members to realise that the Civil
Defence (Emergency Powers) Act did not
hy any means make clear the organisation
neeessary for the care of the injurved. The
duty of the warden finished when he laid
hi= injured mun upon the floor of the Arst-
aid post.  Ahove this nothing was hwlt. Tt
was this hiatus in the scheme of things that
I and the medical sub-committee tried to
fill. Hospital aceommordlation and treat.
ment, and even first-aid post treatment were
imagined hut not laid down. In many
areas I have found the wardens aware of
this luck, and they tried to make provision
for it and carry the buorden themsclves.
They have heen relieved of what was ob-
viously a {ask for my profession.

I point this out beeause it must he real-
isedd that apart from some arrangements the
hospital and casnalty sub-committee  had
made, this whole organisation has had to he
built up in the space of n few short weeks.
Certain aveas had been sel aside as first-
aidl posts, Training in these centres has
been intensified and given the realism of
war first-uid. T wounld like here to pay a
tribute to the work of Dr. . R. Nash, who
has heen tiveless in bis cfforts to teach the
real essentinls to the first-aid parties and
workers at the posts. He has aceompanied
me to country centres and given all the aid
ane teacling he could in the time available.
His lectures have heen appreciated every-
where.  He is now a full member of my
committee. The ehoice of a post at North
Fremantle is cansing me considerable worry,
but whilst the choiee is heing made the
post will cantinne to funetien in the kinder-
garten,

Hon. J. Cornell: Whai about the one at
Clavemont?

Hon. 1. (i, HISLOP: One of the most ae-
tive posts is in the Clavemont Training Col-
lege. Up till yvesterday afternoon T thought
that post would have to go as the Army re-
quired the huilding. But as the result of
some co-operation hetween the Army and my
committee, I am now in a position to state
that the Claremont Training College post
will continue to earry on in the huilding in
which it has functioned during the last two
vears,

Hon. JJ. Cornell: You have done a good
job.
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Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I wonld like to
place on record my appreciation of the
growing and almost accomplished eo-opera-
tion between the Army and the medical orga-
nisation for eivilian services, 1 am certain
that this eo-operation will continue, and it
will he of tremendous serviee to hoth parties
in the arrangements they are called npon to
make. I wish now to refer to equipment.
One of the first things my snb-committee
undertook was the survey of the cquipment
of the first-aid parties. We found the con-
tents of the pouches and haversacks quite
unsuitable for the treatment of air raid
casualties. A standard list of cquipment
was drawn up and the extra eguipment
ensures that all casualties will be adequately
cared for. Dressings have heen standardised
and arve now carried in a sterile eondition—
this sterilisation having been done by many
haspital autoelaves, the nurses bheing only too
willing to assist. The treatment of burns
has also been standardised so that on arri-
val at hospitals each case will receive the
particulnr  treatment its individuality ve-
quires. It has now been arvanged that
morphia will he given to the injured hy
the first-aid parties, each party having heen
instrueted in its vse and trained in its ad-
ministration.

Hon. .J. Cornell: That is dangerous.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: A suitable container
and method of earrying were worked out
hy the sub-committee. Thus, I ean assure
the public that morphia will he given to
those in pain at the ecarliest moment, skil-
fully, in eorreet amounts and without delay.
The equipment of the first aid posts was
considerably augmented. This followed as
a corollary resulting from the faet that
arrangements had bheen made that in  the
ovent of an nir raid, without invasion, doe-
tors on part-time military serviee would be
liherated for civilian needs. TFach first-aid
post was, and will be, manned hy a doetor.
This arrangement allowed of a much wider
seope of activity heing undertaken at a first
aid post; equipment and training were thus
hoth considerably advanced,  Esxcept for
some minor details, all this equipment is in
eneh firat aid post.

T will now deal with hospitals. A survey
wns made of the hospitalz of the metropoli-
tan area from Midland Junetion to Fre-
mantle, and cevtain parts of eertain hosni-
tals were sef aside as heing requived for
serviee should a vaid oeeur. I give a list
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of these hospitals and the stafts which will
be on duty in them, The idea of this is to
assure members that there will he adequate
medical staffing arrangements in these hos-
pitals, At Midland Junction St, Andrews
abd Nurse Baker’s hospitals are being used,
and Drs. Buttsworth, Beech, Siglin and
MacMillan will be on duty. At Belmont, St.
John of God Hospital will be nsed, and will
be staffed hy Drs. Meagher, Thorbumn,
Bladen, Peacock and Clarke. At Mt. Law-
ley it will be St. Anne's Hospital and Drs.
firay, Murphy, Finkelstein, Pearson, Mine,
Magnus and Mrs. Mine will comprise the
staff. At the Mount Hospital, Perth, there
will he Drs. Young, Gollan, Sedgwick, Mr.
Sedgwick, K. D, T. Smith, Hill, Nelson, Bar-
narvd, Michaels, Godfrey, and Barker.

At South Perth St. Margaret's Hospital
be cared for by Dr. Wilson. At Nedlands
Tressilian Hospital will be nsed and will
he staffed by Drs. Bennett, Kershaw and
Tove. The Children’s Hospital in the Perth-
Subiaco area will bhe staffed by the medieal
superintendent and his normal staff, together
with Dys. C'risp, Quinlan, Frank Gill, H. B,
iill, Paton, Tyvmms and Denald Smith, St.
Jobn of God Hospital will have g staff con-
sisting of Drs. Carter, Cohen, Lucraft,
(PNeill, Ferguson, Mitehell, INlingworth,
Simpson, Lyon-Johnston, Moss and Gawler.
At Claremont-Cottesloe Devonleigh Hospital
will he staffed hy Drs. Callagher and Cuth-
hert. At East Fremantle, St. Helen’s Ios-
pital will be staffed by Drs. Baker and Fast.
At Perth Hospital, in addition to the usual
staff, theve will he Drs. Ainslie, Juett, Gray,
Hislop, Gillespie, Horan, and Syme Johnson,
The TFremantle Hospital staff has not yet
heen rve-constituted in its evacuated arveas.
The men available for sevvice, in addition
to the medical superintendent and his staff,
will he Drs. Cook, Gibson, Roberts, Radeliffe-
Tavxlor, Rockett and Caldera.

Those manning the Arst-aid posts will he
Dr, M. B. Johnson at Novth Perth: Dr. K.
R. Dermer at East Fremantle: Ty, B. .
Hallion at North Fremantle, Dr. F. B. Me-
Cann at Cotfesloe—that post may he ang-
mented by T, Nash agrecing to give li-
serviees—The, Mayrhofer at Claremont: Dr.
Dorolhy Champion at Subiaen: Dr. V. TL
Webstor at Leederville; Dr. J. Vere Avkle
at Lord-strect; Dr. K. Pawsev at Vietoria
Park; Dr. M, 8. Bell at Midland Juncliow
and Dr. T. .. Anderson at Coma. In addi-
tion there ave 17 men or women on an un-
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attached reserve list upon whom I ean eall it

tor duty wherever it may be neeessary.

It is intended, in the very near future,
to make some alterations in the disposition
of the medieal staff in the hospitals and
first-aid posts. These alterations will nol
hinder the plan, but will provide for easier
aceess 1o allotted posts and inercased effi-
cieney—but I give them as thev stand to-
day. Equipment has again been standard-
izedd and sent to these hospitals, and once
more [ give an assorance that if a raid oec.
curs tonight they will he able to function.
There was some delay in equipping these
hospitals but we have benefited by mistakes
and are grateful for the delay the enemy
has shown in attacking us, We are still
shiort of certain types of cquipment, but
they are not material and 1 am  making
every endeavour to obtain  the necessary
items, some of which we must obfain from
otttside the State. There are some items
which it seems impossible to obtain, but
through the vision of one or more members
of my committee and the skill and powers
of improvisation of many workers too
numerous to mention, we now have them. T
would pay special tribute to many metal
workers who spend their  luncheon hours
fulfilling our ordevs.

lonergenex theatres have heen provided
in many of these hospitals and I am in-
debted to Mr. F. C. Edmondson and his
=tafl for making a savrvey and suhmitting
plans  for emergency lighting of these
theatres. The Publie Works  Department,
with Mr. Jukes in charge, is hurrving this
work on; it will he eflicient. Tn each hos.
pital, special wards have been set aside for
the treatment of shock. Major Fortune has
bheen very active in fthe planning of this
treatment, To emphasise to the House the
degree of co-operation T :m veceiving, may
T point ont that my whole scheme of shock
treatment depended upon a plentiful supply
of oxvegen. T had not th> exlinders but a
request to Mr. Leith Tucker of the Colonial
Sugar Refining Coy., Lic., resulted in 20
larwe exlinders heing placed at my disposal.
My oxvgen troubles are over.

The nursing staffs of the hospitals have
Jbeen augmented by the adlition of E.8.(Vs,
many of whom have reeeived fuoll-time in-
struetion rendering them valued assistants
i time of need. The transfusion serviee of
the Red Cross has enterel into our plans
with an alacrity for which T must thank
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To feel that an eflicient service of
this type is ready to funetion at any mo-
ment gives both the public and me a
feeling of added seeurity., Dr. Marion Rad-
cliffe-Taylor has, in the last week or fwo,
made a minute inspection of the equipment
in cach hospital, its readiness to funetion,
its deficiencies and its  needs. This  has
enabled me to ¢lose the ¢hinks in our
armour,

Sitting suspended from 1.0 to 215 pam.

Hen. J. G. BISLOP: Following Do
Marion Radeliffe-Taylor's survev of hospi-
tals, 1 have been enabled, as I said, to close
the chinks in our armour of equipment in
those institutions. I place great emphasis
upon the provision of ample stores of
anaestheties, and these have been distributed
in such a manner that there need he no fear
of even a local shortage, let alone any gen-
eral shortage. In fact, this can be said of all
equipment: ample reserves for any raids
that we consider possible at the moment are
at my disposal. I do not mean that we have
ample for all time, but we have ample for
what we have visnalised as being imme-
diately possible.

In both city and snburbs workers arve
making bandages and dressings for me and
there ave ample to assnrve supplies for all of
us who may be injured.  There are sueh
clubs as the Tote Girls’ Club building up
enormons veserves for me, and every first-
aid post or hospita) has its teams of workers.
T have been appointed by Sir Alan Newton
to be chairman of the State Medical Equip-
ment Committee, and as sueh the stock sheets
of the local drug houses have been open te
me, and there exisis between us the highest
degree of co-operation. There have heen
shoriages, but divect econtaet with Sir Alan
Newton has never failed to produce 2 ready
response to the needs of the State and the
fulfilment of requirements as far as possible,

May T appeal through this House to the
public to refrain from panie buying. There
is no need for it. Such buying creates an
artificial shortage. I recall that some six
weeks ago a country town chemist shop had
something over 200 lbs. of cotton wool. To-
day therve are 20 lbs. Perhaps this followed
my aetivities in that town regarding A.R.P.
May T say that 200 1bs. in 200 homes is
useless compaved with 200 lhs., the where-
ahouts of which I am aware. It is then a
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store upon which I ean call. A pound of
cotton wool with some ganze will make 10
large dressings—too much for one family—
and what is more, there is much less ability
to sterilise those dressings in private homes
than I ean eommand. Theve is ample for
all. T should say we ought to keep on buying
our requirements, but not te stock up our
private homes. Our firsi-aid posts and first-
aid parties will be amply catered for.

The Civil Defence Couneil endorsed my
request that the workers in first-aid posts
and bospitals should be protected as far as
possible, The architectural division of the
Public Works Department under Mrv. A. E.
Clare drew up a plan of sand and timber
bunding for each first-aid post and hospital.
This plan had spectal reference to protect-
ing the area in which actual medical work
would take place, especially the surgieal
field and such services as would be required
for actual surgical treaiment. So far as
the hospitals are concerned this work has
heen almost completed and, in many first-
aid posts, is well advanced and functioning.
The bunding is of partieularly stout con-
straction and will proteet the institutions
from anything but a direct hit. Not only
was the bunding nacessary for the protection
of the workers, but it was also necessary to
ensure that as far as possibie the hospitals
which we have deecided to use in the event
of enemy activity wounld still be able to
function after a raid was over.

Transport of the injured worker also
came under our notice, as T realise that my
organisation would obtain the best results
only when all other organisations were fune-
tioning with it. Tt was for this reason that
I endeavoured to co-operate with all other
sub-committees having the cave of the in-
jured man in mind. I desire members to
realise that there were and may still be two
transport organisations funetioning under
AR.P. The first iz the weardens’ organisa-
tion ending on depositing patients at first-
aid posts, and the other organisation work-
ing from this point onward, earrying the
men to hospital and evacuwating patients
from the first-aid posts to hespitals and
from hospitals to homes and so on.  Mr.
Maguire of Boans Ltd. and Mr. Harris of
Foy & Gibson were in charge of this latter
organisation under the hospital and casualty
sub-committee. I realised, however, that as
we increased our scheme of hospital aceom-
modation and protection, s0 we would in-
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crease the task of Mr. Maguire and Mr.
Harris. To assist them I called a mecting,
with the consent of the Civil Defence Coun-
eil, of all those interested in transport, with
the R.A.C. president, Mr, H, M. Henderson
officiating. Wollowing this it was agreed to
appoint a full-time organiser of auxiliary
ambulance services, and after representa-
tions had been made to the R.A.C,, it agreed
to liberate its secretary, Mr. E. Menmuir,
to act for two months on the most generous
terms.

May T vecord with gratitude the ready
co-operation, insight, and not only willing-
ness but ability to assist of AMr. R. L. Mil-
len, chairman of the Transport Board.
With Mr. Menmuir, Mr. Millen and their
assistants operating, I feel 1 can now cast
aside my worries regarding the transport
of the injured.  MMr. Millen has the power
to, and assures me that he will, impress
all vehicles required by AR.P.  services,
Having a feeling still that so many of our
organisations were running along parallel
lines, never meeling, vet alwavs having in
mind the treatment of the injuved man, |
snggested 1o Professor Bayliss. the Chict
Warden, the formation of an essential ser-
viees vommitiee of the Civil Defence (oun-

¢il. The Civil Defence Council agveed,
and this committee is now composed of Pro-
fessor Bavliss  (chairman), JMr, Harry

Hocking (chairman of the transfusion ser-

viee of the Red Cross), Mr. Godsden
(Dircetor of Communications), Mr. .
Menmuir (organiser of auxiliary ambu-

lanee services), Mr. Gerhard (Chief Oilicer,
Fire Brigades), with Mr. H. V. Reilly as
legal adviser, and myself. Thus all
vices to the injured man  vepresent their
problems to cach other at regmlar mectings.

As to the cvaeuation of hospitals, fthe
hourd of management of the Perth Hosn-
tal, to which I am liaison officer for the
honorary medical staff, considered it its
duty for obvious reasons to evacuate as
many of its patients as possible, and also to
leave as many heds as possible ready in
ease of any emergency. Arrangements were
made to vefit one ward at the Tnfeciious
Discases Branch and some 5 beds will he
accommodated there. Eighty more patients
or thercabouts are to be transferred to the
Edward Millen Home, the Repatriation De-
partment having granted for the duration of
the emergencey the use of this building to
the Perth Hospital. Its inmates have heen

HE-
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transferrved to Wooroloo. This considerably
reduces the risk to patients in a building
sich as the Perth Hospital. The Fremantle
Hospital is situated in a target area and
its evacnation was ordered by the Civil De-
fence Council. The evacnation of this hos-
pital has eaused we and. others many head-
aches and the plan now adopted is far from
ideal.  The lower {loor of the MeCallum
hlack will eontinue to funetion as an aetive
hospital, and the outpatients’ department
will vemain until the citizens of the sur-
rounding area evacuate—if they are ever
ordered to do so. The remainder of the
patients have been or are in process of be-
ing evaenated.

Lucknow Hospital, in Quecenslea Drive,
Claremont, has heen taken over for the ac-
commodation of those patients who normally
live in the Claremont and North Fremamtle
areas and look to the Fremantle Hospital
for their treatment. Two houses of Christ
Charch Grammar School have heen taken
over for the housing of the staff necessary
to run the TLucknow Hospital. The re-
mainder of the patients, some 60 in num-
ber, will go to Heathcote wheve a cortain
nwmber of beds has been set aside for the
use of the Fremantle Hospital. This ar-
rangement, unfortunately, does not permit
of any increase of heds for the Fremantlo
area, hut simply provides for the evacuation
of the Fremantle Hospital patients in the
nmnbers prevailing today, It would, 1
admit, be desirable to take over Heatheote
entirely, hut there are many diffienlties in
the way. The adviee of the Tnspector Gene-
ral of the Tnsane 15 against the total »e-
moval of those patients, and it is mainly
hased on the fact that no one has yet heen
able to visualise where those patients eould
be transferred to. Nohody has heen able
to point out any building or structure which
is snitable and to which we could transfer
the patients of the ITeatheote Reeeption
Home.

This leads me to the point of diseussing
the proviston of heds for possible casnalties
mn the metropolitan area.  The Fremantle
Hospital will continue to fanction as an ad-
vaneed first-aid post or surgical umif, and
certain staff will have to remain in that
portion of the hospital so designated. St.
Helen's Hospital in East Fremantle is heing
usel as one of the AR.P. hospitals, and is
being strengthened as a surgieal unit, It
will be the first surgieal post for any casual-
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ties that may occur in the Fremantle avea.
Owing to the generouns action of Mr. Herbert
of Bicton, the Bicton A.R.P. committee hasg
heen able to offer me further hospital accom-
modation in that asrea. This will make a
very uscful centre of evacuation if ever the
need should arise.

A blood bank has been established depend-
ent entirely upon the gencrosity of Mr. H.
J. Locke and will function through the ser-
vices of the Red Cross. So that in the aetual
immediate avea of possible aetion, [ think
we will, temporarily, be fairly well catered
for. Further surgical work ean, if neces-
sary, be performed at Heatheote, in which
there is o surgical unit that is as modern as
one could wish, Transfers of these or other
patients can he made to allow of the recep-
tion of cases at Heatheote. In addition, I
have issuned, and I hope they have received,
a delaved requisition wpon the proprietors
of the Applecross Hotel. I do not desire to
use this building at all, but wish to have
it at my disposal should I need it. 1 conld
if necessary acecommodate 100 patients in
that place, and thus I will have at my dis-
posal something like 160 to 180 beds upon
the sonth side of the river, )

The Honorary Minister: That may not be
enongh. :

Hon. .}, G. HISLOP : T am far from satis-
fied as to the number of beds  have on the
south side of the river. My one constant
neeessity is to increase that nuymber, and T
trust that before long plans will be laid
down fo ecnable me to do so. One must look
at the pieture as a wholee On the
other side of the river Devonleigh
Hospital will be the fivst surgical ecentre.
It has heen amply protected by bunding
along the arvcas or around the aveas which
we intend to use. T estimate that 100 beds
can be fairly rapidly found in St. John of
God Tlospital, Subiaco. The management of
the Children’s Hospital has agreed to make
ready within one hour room for 100 beds.
The Perth Hospital on the lower floors of
the new butlding, which are rapidly heing
made possible for the rveeeption of ecasual-
ties, wilt receive a Yarger number than that—
[ am not eertain but T think the number witl
he helween 100 and 200—and we will still
have the Fremantle Hospital, if it is there
after a raid, and the Perth Hospital if it
is theve affor a vaid. At the lowest esti-
mate, T ean see space For 500 beds at fairly
ripid notice.
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The V.A.D. orgamisation under Lt.-Col.
MacEenzie has agreed to form a hospital
should onr eases have to be evacuated from
any of these places, possibly the day after
or {he second day after treatment, and it
can staff and earry a hospital of 75 or pos-
sibly 100 beds. That organisation would
staff the place entirely, but would expeet my
organisation to take control again within 10
or 14 days to allow of its being ready to
function elsewhere, Such a plan i3 not at
present in operation, but is on paper. Hav-
ing regard to the fact that any one area may
receive more attention than another, thought
has heen given to the provision of surgieal

teams. The Royal Auntomobile Club has
given its van to the Civil Defenece
Couneil for a peried of emergeney to

use in any manner that may be thought
fit. My commjittee has designed the
equiptnent mnecessary to concert the van
into a mobile surgieal unit, and that equip-
ment eest has been placed before the Civil
Defenee Council this afternoon. 1 have no
doubi the council will agree to the expendi-
ture beeause as yet it has refused me nothing.
Teams of surgeons, anaesthetists, nurses and
other necessary stafft will proceed with the
van to any portion of the metropolitan area
or conntry where T consider its services are
NOCessary.

In addition I have visited large internal
sectors such as the Fremantle Harhour Trust,
where I was reeeived most courteously. In
csompany with Mr. Duomas and Mr. Clare
I made an inspection of the problems there.
A plan of first-aid posis was sahmitted
to the Trust, and it has agreed fo
meet the eost, and the work is well in hand
mder the direetion of the Tublic Works De-
partment. T took the opportunity  while
members were looking over parls  of the
Midland Junetion Workshops to inspeet all
the first-aid avrangements there. T was
there again vesterday moerming and had a
long chat with Mr. 8. J. Hood, to whom T
trust T have been of some assistance. M.
Hood assures me T have helped him a arveat
deal, and that he will do all in his power
to inerease the efficioney of what has n pos-
sibility of heing a very execllent firsi-aid
post. T am sorry my remarks have been so
Tengthy, bhut T desived to give detnils of this
wark hecause I think members should be
passessed of them,

T have visited Bunhury, Geraidton, Collie
and Mundarving, and investigated all the
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problems of first aid in those towns. Dr.
Nush has aceompanied me and given lee-
tures to Best-uid posts. Wherever there
was doubt about anything we tried to give
what adviee we thought necessary. The ad-
viee may have been wrong beeaunse we have
not heen through air raids, buat we have en-
deavoured to give considered thought to
matters that have come before us through
making up all these plans. BEverywhere L
have becn people have heen most ready to
organize vr if ncecessary rve-organise first-
aid work. T think we can rest assured that
in those lowns the work, shonld an air raid
aceur, will he mueh more eflicient than it
would have heen  some weeks ago. The
Civil Defence Couneil has agreed to the ex-
penditure of money for the hunding of
nevessary portions of hospitals at Bunbury
and Geraldton to be used for 1he reception
of easunlties, just as has been the ease in
the metropolitan ares. St. John of God
Hospital will he used in Bunbory as  the
main surgical centre, and cases will after-
wards be tranasferred to St Clarve TLospital,
which is some little distance ont of Bun.
hury,

Arvangements have been made theve for a
eonsiderable numher of possible  beds, and
my mohile unit, if neeessary, will be veady
to wo there to serviee the town. Arrange-
ments have heen made that all doetors in
the surrounding areas will, on receipt of a
call, come into the aren in which trouble
has been experienced, and give their services
should an air raid oceur. In Bunhury Dir,
Lawsonr Smith will act as my deputy and
take charge of the medieal arrangements
associatedl with AR’ work. Tn Gerald-
ton an air raid post and an advanced sur-
gienl wnit is heing established in the High
School. St John of God Hospital will he
userl as the moin swurgical unit and Dy
MeAleer has been put in charge as my de-
puly, In Collie Dr. Coppin is acting on
wmy behalf. Tt has not been found neces-
sary theve to go to the expense of bunding
the hospital, which is well out of the centre
of any possible enemy activity.  All these
thyee hospital equnipments have heen sian-
dardized by my committee and forwarded
through the Civil Defence Council. In addi-
tion, from each place, from Buonbury Mrs.
Lawson Smith; from Geraldton, Sister
Carson, and from Collie Sister Comely have
been brought te Perth and given training
in hlood grouping, typing and varions ne-
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cessary factors which will allow them more
or less to fake charge of shock treatment
centres in their respective towns. It is an-
ticipated that more of this training wilt be
given to nurses from other areas, but the
more vital ones have been taken first

1 have intended for weeks, but each
opportunity was stolen from me, but do in-
tend at an cavly date, to visit Albany, an
area which needs considerable attention, to
investigate the needs there and if possible
supply what is required even to the extent
of giving further medieal personnel. We
have some difficnlties which I hope will
he vectified in the near future. One of
the difficulties we experienced in the coun-
try was that nurses who have been trained
for valuable serviee to that ecommunity have
heen called from their work to join the
nursing medical service of the Army. 1
have no doubt that the same co-operation
will he evident in this matfer as was ap-
parent in other instances when there was
confliet with Army requirements. It will
he my earncst endeavour within the next
24 hours to see that the senior nursing staffs
of country hospitals are granted cxemption
where possible from wilitary serviee if ve-
quired in vital hospital areas.

In order to assure members that still fur-
ther thought is heing given fo the protee-
tion of publie in times of national emer-
geney, I wonld advise them that an emer-
geney medieal serviee is  heing  formed
thvoughout Australia. Because they are too
numerous, [ do not intend to afford details of
this wedical emergency service, of which T
have been given, more or less through being
appointed execnlive offieer, echavge in this
State. But all these memhbers of the medi-
cal profession not employed on  full-time
military service will he availahle for A.R.P.
acftvities. Tn fact, T can =ay that T hardly
know one in the whole State who is not
employed for some of his time on AR.P.
activities, unless he be on full-time military
service.  The establishment of an emenr
geney medieal serviee will make the position
mueh clearer and will assure the publie that
no matter what happens there will he a
medieal ovganisation whose duty it will he
to look affer the eivilian population,

T think T have said all that is necessary.
but T would like all members to realize—
and possibly to make the publie realise—
that T am far from satisfied. T applanded
the Commissioner of Police, Mr. Hunter, at
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a Civil Defence Couneil mecting some little
time ago. The Commissioner put up a
large vequest and be was nsked if he waa
satisfiel.  He replied, “Yes, for today.”?
That is the atittude I adopt in this matter.
We must be satisfied day by day with what
we have pot, but never totally satisfied with
the whole plan, and I ean assure members
that [ and my committee will not grow eom-
placent. We will never believe we have
enough fo protect us from any possible
enemy aclion but will continue fo endeavour
to provide a serviee that will funetion,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West—in reply) [2.48]: 1 am suxe
that members were very interested in the
report given to the House by Dr. Hislop,
and I think we will all have a better appre-
ciation of the many difficulties in the way of
a reorganisation of services of this kind in
a limited time. The details the hon. mem-
ber has given to this Hounse will also in-
dicate the wonderful co-operation that is
forthcoming from practically all sections of
the community when just what is requived
is realised. While 1 would say that the re-
port that Dr. Hislop has submitted is very
satisfactory, I, with others, recognise that
from time to time it will be necessary for
tlterations and additions in certain  sce-
tions of the organisation to be made. Never-
theless, we can rest assured that the whole
subjeet is veceiving the best possibie atten-
tion, and in view of the very short time that
has been at our disposal to deal with some
of these matters, we can congratulate our-
selves that the stage outlined by Dr. Hislop
has been reached.

I referved to that matter liccanse the ex-
perience Dr. Hislop has gained is but the
experience of others charged with respon-
sibility in connection with our war effort and
civil defence generallv. It is so easy to
criticise but frequently it is extremely dit-
ficult to criticise vonstruetively. We know
from our own experience as members of
Parliament that often quite unjust eritieism
is offered and it is eriticism that will not
beav- analysis once the aetuval faets are
known, It was for that reason, when I was
preparing the statement I gave this House,
that I was somewhat in a quandary as fo
what I should emphasise. Members will re-
colleet that T did emphasise those aspects
that, te my way of thinking, affeeted the ¢ivil
populaiion of Western  Australia in par-



3068

ticular diveetions. T refer especially to such
questions as water supplies, food supplies
—both emergency and eurrent—eertain civil
defence activities, munitions manufacture,
and items of that kind which, as I said at
the time, do vitally affect the people of this
State as apart from the Fighting Forees
which are, of course, engaged all the time
in the war effort.

I appreciate the manner in whichk mem-
bers have received the statement T made, I
pointed out ns clearly as I ecould that no
doubt there would be many subjects on
which information would be desired, but with
which it would not be possible to deal in
detail. I think that members who did refer
to matters that were of a deep significance
insofar as our defence is concerned recog-
nise that if would not be possible—perhaps
nof advisable—that anything should be said
of a detailed chavacter. In regard to those
matters T am afraid T must do as I said in
the first place and, if I refer to them at all,
merely make a passing reference, I have
in mind one member who said he would like
fo know a lot of things, and itemised the
things he would like to know. Of course
ie is not alone in that regard. Many peo-
ple would like to know the same things,
and in eertain instaneces some Ministers of
this Government would also like to know
facts they do not know, because the details
have been kept so confidential that they
have not been conveved to members of the
Ctovernment.

There is another fact I might mention,
amd that is that theve is an entirvely diflerent
atmosphere today compared with that of a
month or six weeks ago. At that time 1
think we were all eonvineed that within a
few days, or within a month ov so, the posi-
tion would be muech more zevious than it
turned out to be. As a resuli of the posi-
tion as we knew it at that time, many things
had to be done in a hurry—things that were
essential, and which no doubt wonld have
been of great value had it been necessary
to take advantage of the arrangements then
made. Since that time, what has heen ae-
complished in regard fo medieal serviees in
connection with the ARP.—as pointed out
hy Dr. Hislop—applies in a numher of other
directions.

1 propose to refer to some of the mat-
ters mentioned by members but, as T have
pointed out, it would not he possible for
me to refer to everything unised by each
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member, In his remarks, Mr. Sceddon re-
ferred to the financial position of this State.
Particularly did he refer to the fnancial
policy as affecting the general position of
the Commonwealth, and in dealing with
State finances he said that we appeared to
be carrying on in the same manner as in
previcus yenrs. He guoted fizures indicat-
ing a lag in the finances for this year as
at the 31st March, compared with those
at the 31st Mareh last year. All T want
to say in that connection is that the Gov-
ernment is exevcising every eare to eeono-
mise in expenditure, consistent with effi-
cieney, in every possible way in order that
the utmost finaneial support may he given
to the Commonwealth in its war effort. We
are faeed, however, with a lot of expenditure
that is inescapable, and this expenditure, in
many eases as a result of the war, has been
considerably inereased. It must be patent
to cvery member that that must neeessarily
he s0. We are hopeful that when the end
of the financial year arrives we shall have
improved on the budgetary position outlined
hy the Premier when he intrvoduced the
Budget into this Parliament.

There are one or two items, however, fo
which I feel I must refer, and which have
o marked effect upon Government expendi-
ture. For example, the basic wage inereases
last year affected the Budget for only a part
of the year, but now have to be met for the
whole of this year. The amount is very con-
siderable, The payroll tax, which affeeted
only part of the year, is also payable for
the full 12 months. War expenditure re-
Intes to the payment of superannuation com-
tributions for men who have enlisted in the
oversea services, and certain concessions to
soldiers while travelling. Civil defence ex-
penditure insofar as it relates te the pro-
tection of Government property and staff is
also met from Consolidated Rovenne. Those
are all items that are ineseapable and in the
aggregate they amount fo a veryv large sum
of money.

As against this inerease in expenditure,
certain ifems of revenue are likely to fall
With the reduction of the number of men
engaged 1n goldmining, the profits of gold
mines are not so large as they would other-
wire have heen, and taxation veceipts have
fallen. Stamp duty is also lower, on account
of restriction of business operations, and
revenue from the totalisator and sale of bet-
ting tickets has also declined. Similarly, the
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revenue frow entertainments tox has fallen
as a direet result of the war. When mem-
hers speak of the finances as they appear
at present, they should take into considera-
tion the extraordinary circumstances con-
fronting the State and the unusnal effect
those circumstanees have upon the orxdinary
business relationships of the Govermment. I
should imagine it would he very hard to pre-
diet with any degree of aceuraey just to what
extent State finanees will be affected, hut I
have already informed members that the
Under Treasurer anticipates that hy the end
of the financial year the position will be
somewhat hefter than was sugpested by the
Premier when, in his Budget speech, he esti-
mated the deficit for the year at-£198,000.

In the course of his remarks Sir Hal Cole-
batch eviticised the alloeations made to the
various States by the Loan Council; more
particularly did he stress the lavge propor-
tion reecived hy New South Wales. He ve-
ferred to the incidence of the Finaneial
Agreement, and dealt with the proposal by
the Commonwealth Government for uni-
form taxation. Sir Hal said in  effect
that these faetors wonld bring the States
under the dominance of New South Wales.
As Sir Ial knows, the procedure adopted by
the Loan Council has been altered by the
appeintment of Sir Harry Brown as Co-
ordinator General of Works. Under normal
circumstances, each State made an appliea-
tion for the loan funds it required, and in
the event of lack of agreement as to the
distribution of the money to he made avail-
ahle, the formula as provided for in the
Finaneial Agreement was applied.  Very
seldom indeed has it heen found necessary
for that formnla to be applied. Usually some
means are adopted whereby all the States
eventually agree, Some States give away a
little while others reecive a little more, and
thus agreement is reached,

Since the war, however, it has been neces-
sary to preserve as much of the loan funds
for the Commenwealth’s war purposes as
cvould be made available, and to ensure that
this would be done the Loan Couneil agreed
to the appointment of Sir Flarry Brown as
Co-ordinator General whose dnty it is to
submit & veport to the Couneil showing how
much of the States’ loan money was required
for works of a defence natuve. 1 think it
ean be «nid that almost withont exeeption
all loan funds being expended in this State
at present arve assoeinted in one way or an-
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other with the delence of Australia, At
the last mecting of the Loan Council the
allocation eventually agreed upon was based
on the defence regnirements of the variouns
States. As mueh of the work to he dene
in New South Wales was of a defence value,
it was natural that that State should have
a subslantial share.  [Indeed, it is safe to
say that very little of the Joan money made
available to the States will be spent on
ordinary loan works.

It may be of interest to know that when
the report of the Co-ordinator General was
received in regard to the distribution of loan
funds for this vear, New South Wales wax
set down for a larger share than it finally
received.  The amount allocated to Western
Australia was smaller than the Government
sought and was very small beeause of the fact
that few works of a defence value were heing
carriedd out here. The Premier, however,
made sueh a vigorens protest that a re-al-
loeation of the funds was made, resnlting in
an inercased alloeation to Western Australia
and a reduction in the alloeation to New
South Whales,

[n regard to the proposals for the institu-
tion of a wniform tax, it is made quite elear
in the menovandum issued hy the Common-
wedith iovernment that the allocation of the
money amongst the States as compensation
is hased on the average taxation colleetions
of the varions States for the two yenrs
endded on June, 30, 1941, I New South
Wales receives a large amount, it is heeanse
the Government of New South Wales has
taxed its people heavily, and for the same
reason if Vietoria reeeives a small amennt,
it ix beeause the taxation in that State has
been light.

Hon. Sir Hal Colehateh: It will mean
that the Vietorian taxpaver will advance
money for the New South Wales Govern-
ment to spend.

The CIIEF SECRETARY: T do not
agree with ihe proposals that have heen
submitted, but as I understand them, the
effect will also be that the Vietorian tax-
paver will eontribute a certain amouni of
money for Western Australia to spend——o

TTon. Sir Hal Colebateh: Which is quite
wrong.

The CNTEF SECRETARY: That ix
what will happen as T understand the pro-
posals, and T have already indicated that I
do not agree with those proposals as T un-
derstand them at present. As hon. mem-
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bers are aware, a special Premiers’ Con-
ference is being held this week to deal with
this matter and if we ave to take notice of
what has appeared in the Press this State
is not alone in the objections it has raised
to the operation of the scheme as originally
submitted. The position was apparently
deseribed by the Premier when he referred
to the scheme as n very big step fowards
unifieation without any of the benefits that
could reasonably he expected.

During the debate Mr. Dimmitt asked
whether the Government had made arrange-
ments for the protection of the records in
vertain departments. He said he would like
to have my assurance that the neeessary
pPrecautions are being taken. I can give
that assurance. .\ committee has been ap-
pointed to co-ordinate the efforts of the
varions State Government departments in
providing for the seeurity of records and
doeuments, and the risk of loss has heen
minimised hy :—

{(a) Removal to a country district or outer

suburban -rea;

(b)) Photogeaphing of records not easily dup-
Heated or which are in sueh congtant
use as to make it impracticable to
send them to distant centres;

(¢} Retention in a strong roowm, giving o
hetter measwie of protection than the
place where the records are uamally
kept.

Genervally speaking [ think it ean bhe said
that every possible preeavtion has  heen
taken. Mr. Dimmitt veferred to four de-
partments, the records of which have bheen,
or are being, dealt with in the manner I
have indieated—with the exeeption perhaps
of the Titles Office, where it has heen found
impracticable to transfer to other ¢uarters
the original certificates of title, numhbering
270,000 in all, owing to the frerquent re-
ference which has to be made to them.
Strengthening work is being undertaken at
the Titles Office, and this should afford the
desived measure of proteetion. Certain of
the departmental records have heen trans-
ferred, and these will establish a starting
point for reconstrnetion if that hecomes
necessary,

Severzl members have mentioned the can-
fusion which exists regarding evacuation.
All are agreed that this is a hig problem
and one that must be examined from many
angles. It is a problem which, no matter
bow it is tackled, will have far-reaching con-
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sequences in the social life of our com-
munity if Iarge-scale evacuation does take
place.

Hon. J. Cornell: How does 2s, 6d. a day
for the keep of an evacuee compare with
the hasic wage?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member can raise that question at another
stage.  There again I suggest that some
people are inelined to indulge in ecriticism
without taking into account all the relevant
facts.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is not a yuestion of
relevant facts but 2 straight-ont proposi-
tion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: More than
one member was rather anxious to know
under whese instructions certain evacuation
had taken place. I should have thought
that on account of the publicity given to
the question they would have known that
any orders for evacuation would be the pre-
rogative of the military authorities who
alone will decide if and when such evaeua-
tion shall take place. Perhaps it is on that
account that there has been some misappre-
hiension on the part of many people.
It seems to me that no matter how many
explanations are made and no matter how
much publicity is given in the Press to the
faets, some prople rannot be convineed that
all that is happening at the present lime
is the preparing of a plun, so that evacua-
tion ean he put info operation without de-
lay, and withoul chaos supervening, in the
event of its being considered by the mili-
fary nuthorities to he necessary in eertain
areas. In my own distriet, for instanee,
immediately after the canvassers had been
argund, many persons ¢ame to me complain-
ing in some eases that they were having to
get out of their houses within 24 hours; in
other eases that they were going to have
to take in, within the next 24 hours, 4 num-
her of evacuees—all sorts of complaints of
that kind, of which T presume other mem-
bers have had experience. It was exhra-
ordinarily diflicult to convinee some of those
people that all that was being undertaken
was the preparation of a plan in the in-
tevests of those people, so that if the time
should come when ecompulsory cvacuation
was necessary, it would be effecled with a
minimum of disorder.

Hon. J. Cornell: The public
know today whether evacuation

does  not
will be
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ordered by veason of an air attack or a sea
altael.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: My reply in
that regard is that it would be highly diffi-
cult for anyone to say whether evaenation
will he necessary in any area at all. But
it shonld not he havd for Mr. Cornell to
visualise that after an aiv aitack it may he
necessary to evaenate fairly large areas.
That has been done elsewhere. T can well
imagine what would happen in some arcas
o our coast in the eveut of there being a
really severe air raid, and, instead of the
cnemy suceeeding in hitling  military ob-
Jectives hy means of a number of near
miszes, for considerable areas to be redveed
to such a condition that it would be impos-
sible for the inhahitants to remain in them.

ITon. J. Cornell: That position would ob-
tain fremi Fremanile to Midland Junetion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In order to
investigate and plan for any probahle eva-
cuafion, fhe Government has set up an
Evacenation Commiftee, which was appointed
in January last and comprises represenia-
tives of various women's organisations, the
Transport Board, local governing authori-
ties, Railway Department, Wardens' Orvgani-
surion, Eduealion Department, British Medi-
enl Assocviation; nnder the chairmanship of
Mr. Huelin as Chief Evacuation Officer.
Pianning for the evacuation of the so-called
“target” areas was the first stage of the
committee’s work. These arcas have sinee
heen declared by the military authorities,
and ave situnted on the seaward side of
the mreiropolitan areu, the population of
which comprises nearly 10,000 people.

The poinl may here he stressed that the
decision of the War Couneil, announced
after the last Premiers’ conference with the
Prime Minister, was that, speaking gener-
ally, the public was to stay put; there was
lo he no question of mass evacuation, and
the people from the target areas wonld
simply be evaconated to other portions of
the metropalitan area. It has heen extra-
ordinarily difficult to complete the planning
of a fairly large evacuation and at the same
time not to ereate fear and panic in the
minds of large numbers of people. The
sceheme for these target aveas has virtually
heen completed and it has heen presented
to the Civil Defence Council, approved by
that hodv. and forwarded to the G.0.C.
Only a few defails, T anderstand, remain to
he eonsidered.
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Hon. L. B. Bolton: Is it not a faet that
muny people have been evacuated from the
metropolitan area?

The CLIER SECRETARY: There hus
heen a certain amount of veluntary evacua-
lion, to judge hy experience elsewhere. 1u
respeet of certain outlying ports, similar
official cvaemation schemes are being pre-
pared, These in each case are in the hands
of loeal committees, who in Lurn are in touch
with the military authorities; and, as is the
vase in the metropolitan area, simply pro-
vide for the making of plans to meet a con-
tingency which may never arise—this being
neeessary if confusion is to be avoided in
the event of an emergeney. The people who
have evacuated themselves will mostly veturn
to their own homes, as was the experienee
in the Okl Country. 1n our ease, the local
people have gone about the matter of eva-
euution in a husinesslike way, and plans in
vach ense are steadily maturing.

There have from time to time heen de-
mands for a muech larger evacuation seheme
providing for the sending of women and
children from ihe metropolitan area, Such
a scheme appeals to the seutiment and lo
the protective instinets of the community,
and is liable to reeeive wide support. Tm-
mediately, however, one contemplates any
evacuation whieh will invelve tens of thous-
ands of people, all kinds of dificulties arive.
It is overlooked that a large proportion of
the ecconomy of the State is hased on (he
metropolitan aren, which unfortunately holds
more than half the State’s popnlation. To
try swildenly to reverse that pesition to any
extent, even as an emergency measure, means
asking cerlain parts of rural Western Aus-
tratin to treble and quadraple their normal
population; and to do this one immediately
cucounters great  difficulties in the matter
of housing, water, and food supplies.

Various schemes have been suggested by
which hutments shounld be erected here and
there for holding ecommunities of 1,000 to
3.000 mothers and children; but dispas-
stonate examinalion of such schemes indicated
that. Tor the most port, their arceptance
wenld not he  feasible, and that  without
mueh preliminary thought and work, and
without many safeguards, the last state of
siich n scheme would be mueh worse than
leaving the persons in their accustomed sur-
roundings. Tn order to make it a Tiltle
easier for peaple who, of their own volition,
theught they would be happier in the eoun-
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try, the Government made concession fares
available, and also concession freights in
respect of furniture. A considerable nnmber
of people have taken advantage of these
concessions, and many of the country towns
report that they are almost full as a result.
This movement has now eased off consider-
ably, and it is probable that unless adverse
happenings arise, there will in the next few
weeks be a considerable return to the met-
vopolitan area. The Fremantle evacuation
scheme has so far been the most nrgent work
of the committee.

Concerning eivil defence, 8 full state-
wment has been given by the appropriate
Minister in another place. Members have
heen eritical of the lighting and other re-
slrictiens imposed by the Civil  Defence
Council. I do not propose to enter info
any lengthy discussion on this matter, but
to reply to ecvtain speeifie requests for in-
formation. Regarding the brown-out and
black-out, these have heen ordered hy the
military authoritics, and action is  heing
taken to see that orders under regulabions
gazetted by the Civil Defenee Couneil are
complied with. Thix alzo applies to 1lose
institationx or departments veferred 1o dur-
ing tho debate, We can oxpeet that all in-
stitutions and public hodies will at Jeast
comply with the veunlations.

Home eriticism has been engendered by
lack of agrecmment hefween the serviees in
the obscrvance of restrietions; and T ean
say that this has ereated untold diffieulty
and adverse comment in various sonrees.
We must recognise the anthovity of those
in charge of defence operations in this
State. We try as far as we ean to meet
the regulations submitted to us from time
to time hyv the military authorities. As re-
aards the black-out and brown-out, the Civil
Defence Council is merely endeavouring to
carry out what the military authorities de-
cide is nccessary.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: And what the military
authorities do not enrry out themselves.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Some refer-
ences were made to the Fremantle Har-
bour. T should have thought members
would realise that it was impossible for
ships to work in the night unlezs they had
hetter lighting available than otherwise oh.
tains on the wharf. Tt is only when ships
are working that the waterfront is lit up
to the extent some members have referred
to. This aspeet will he dealt with hy the

[COUNCIL.]

Premier and the Minister for Civil  De-
tenee while in Canberra, where they will
make representations to the proper authori-
ties with a view to effecting the desired co-
operation between these various services in
respeet of lighting conditions partieularly.
Should there he an air-raid warning, the
water front could be blacked out effectively
today in a few seconds. That is the maiu
thing so far as the harbour is concerned.
We hope we will be better off than some
other places have been and that we will at
least have sufficient warning to permit us
to put into operation the system built up
by the Civil Defence Couneil.  There are
other places heside the harbour front where
it is essential that lights shatl be available.
In the event of a warning heing received
arrangements have been made to allow a
black-out to take place very quickly.

In the course of his remarks Sir Hal Cole-
bateh said he would like to know who was
responsible for the ediet that had gone forth
that all business people were to remove glass
from their windows and substitute timber,
ete. He said he would like to know if this
was singlar to Western Australia, and also
sail in cffect that similar aetion was not
being taken elsewhere. As a matter of fact,
the Givil Defence Council ig responsible for
what 8ir Hal Colehateh enlls the “ediet” in
regard to removal of glass.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: Do 1 understand
that those people who protected their glass
with wire-nefting are allowed to keep it
there?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Civil
Defenee Counetl, T think, set cut a number
of areas in the eentre of the eity from which
the glass must he entirely removed.

Hon. Sir Hal Colehateh; Many of the
hig shops still have the glass and wire-
netting,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In some
eases modifieation of that provision has been
made, It may affect the position in connee-
tion with wire-netting, hnt the point T am
anxious to maeke is that the Civil Defence
Clouneil, in this matter, is acting in accord-
anee with adviee it has received from places
which have experienced air raids. It be-
lieves it is aeting on the best advice it can
possibly obtain. Only this morning, appar-
ently as a result of what was said in this
Chamher lnst week, I received a wire from
the Under Seeretary for Civil Defence, who
is at present in the Hast, advising me that
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Adelaide and Melbourne are now following
suit and insisting on the removal of glass in
those eities in the same way as we are here.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: Are you going
to insist on it in all cases?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am only
siving  the information that has come
to me by telegram this morning. It indi-
cates that we, in Western Australia, instead
of lagging hehind ave setting an example,
If we examine any of the regulations issued
by the Civil Defenee Council we will find
that it has very good reasons for having de-
cided to promulgate them. I admit it would
he most difficult to get everybody to agree
that they are necessary, but someone has to
make these decisions and we have given that
authority to the Civil Defence Counecil. T
am inelined to think, as a result of what 1
have seen in Perth, and from what I know
has taken pluee in Fremantle, that the Civil
Defenee Council is doing a good job,
irrespeetive of any eriticism I night have
had to offer in the past. No order has heen
madle in regard to the timbering of the win-
dows from which the glass has been removed.
The business people are doing that hecaunse
it s their helief that it is the hest cowmrse
to adopt.

Houn. J. A. Dimmitt: It is only for their
own protection.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yoes, and it
is cgsential 11 some cases,

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt: It is nof mandatory.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As a result
of certain inquiries I made, the Civil Defence
Council advised that in the event of the
emergeney  passing, or the cirenmstances
anaterially altering, the intention is to revise
some of these regulations so as to bring
them move into line with the real needs of
the situation.  But nobody, of course, ean
prephesy what is likely to happen even 24
hours ahead. As T said before, a month or
six weeks ago we had a very different idea
athont things from that which we have at
present. [ suppose that state of affairs will
continue while the war lasts, Changes take
place over which we have no contrel. Those
changes may be here in Australia or in
ather parts of the world, but they all have
2 big effect on the steps neccssary to he
taken, not only in regard to the eivil popu-
lation, but also in regard to the war effort
nf the fighting services.
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Regulation 70 was mentioned by Mr. Dim.
mitt, who quoted what he termed an anom-
aly respecting payments required to be met
for A.R.P. work by tenants on a monthly or
leasehold basis, and those ocenpying pre-
mises under a weekly tenancy. I am in-
formed that the Civil Defence Council is
aware of what Mr. Dimmitt points out and
that the matter has been receiving its atten-
tion as has also the question of A.R.P. ex-
penditure being allowed as a deduction un-
der the Income Tax Assessment Act. That
is a matter which, T imagine, will be dealt
with at the present Premiers’ Conference in
the East. If we do eventually have uniform
taxation it will he a matter, no doubt, that
will be handled by the Federnl authorities.

[ would like to speak for a moment aboué
comments made by Sir Hal Colebatech and
other members regarding the position of the
roldmining industey in this State. Much
has been said by various wmembers coneern-
ing the present uneertain atmosphere per-
vading the industry, and suggestions as to
the utilising of the man-power in that in-
dustry for war purposes. Members are no
more in the dark than is the Government it-
self. No information is nvailable trom the
Commonwealth Government which  would
clavify the position. We know very litile
more than what has appeared in the Press

Hon. Sir Hal. Colebateh: It is a great
shame, but T do not blame vou!

Hon. (. B. Wood: Do not yon think it
is time you got some information?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I realise
that. Does Mr. Wood think we have not
endeavoured to pet the informmation?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The trouble is a divi-
sion in the Federal Cahinet.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: One of the
livst things the Premier did was lo send a
very lengthy telegram, which appeared in
the Press.  The hon. member must have
rend what has heen said clsowhere in con-
nection  with this matter., He, and other
members, must recounise that no  matter
what we think in this State, the Common-
weaith Government wounld not take the steps
it apparently has taken unless there were
very good reasons for so deing. It is, per-
haps, just as well to withhold our eriticism
until we know more about it. We are fortu-
nate at this junctore in that we are to have
during this week no less than four Common-
wealth Ministers in Perth. Today, as mem-
hers know, Ar. Dedman arrived in Perth o
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deal with this partieular question. He was
in the Monse at loneh time today. I have
no doubt that, after he hns outlined what-
ever it is that he is going to deal with, we
will have an entively different idea as to
what is really intended. I prefer to with-
hold any eriticism I might have until T know
a litlle more about the matter. The House
already knows that the Minister for Mines
has gone to Canberra to discuss this and
also civil defunce matters. He will endea-
vour to obfain some definite information
while he is there, It is most unfortunate
that Mr. Dedman shounld be here while Mr,
Panton is in Canberra.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Co-operation!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Minis-
ter for Mines will be ahle to obtain all the
information at Caaberra it is possible for
him te secure here, One memher was some-
what critical of the cfforts made in this
State in regard to ithe manunfacturing of
munitions, More than one member alluded
to the faet that our munitions factory was
gtill not compieted, and T am in aceord with
those who ave eriticising the length of time
it has taken to bring these works to a state
where they can actually manufacture muoni-
tions. From inquirics I have made [ have
learned that this is a matter under the
diveet control of the Direector (encral of
Munitions, Mr. Essington Lewis, and that
the CGovernment has made every efiort to
speed up the establishment of these works.
We will have the Minister for Munitions

here this week, and memhers ean rest as.”

sured that the matter will he dealt with by
our own Ministers.

It seems strange to me to read in the
paper that the Minister for Munitions, when
spenking in Sydney on the 19th April, re-
ferred to the work of his department nnd
said that when next vear’s programme was
announved it might he that 100,000 people
would be engaged in the munitions industry.
He went on te say that within three months
it wos expeeted that a munifions annexe
would he installed at Broken Hill. Within
three months! Our own munitions factory
has been under way for something over
nine months, © On another oeeasion, a few
days previously, the Minister for Muanitions
said that as part of the Federal Govern-
ment’s decentralisation plan move than
£4,000,000 was heing spent on 13 munitions
projects heing placed in country centres in
three States. Some bad been established

[COUNCIL.]

and other establishments were heing eveeled.
Vietoria benefited by nine of the projects.
On one of them £600,000 was spent and on
another, £3500,000. Seven in New South
Wales would eost £350,000 ta £590,000, and
one important cstablishment in South M\us-
tralia would eost £600,000. No mention was
made of the one in progress in Western
Australia.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Now we can suy
“Shame”!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Reference
was made by Mr. Hamersley to the register-
ing of men employed in the agrienltural in-
dustry. By interjection I told him that
that wns not the case and I now confirm
my statement.

Hon. V. Hamersley: I am very glad to
hear it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The farming
industry is exempt from the regulations.
There is no necessity for farm labourers to
register; employers are permitted to obtain
farm labour wherever they can and this
applies everywhere. That should allay Mr.
Hamersley's apprekensions. Let me also
clarify the position of shearers. All shearers
of 30 years of age or over are reserved from
service and are available for the occupa-
tion of shearing.

Several members referred to my remarks
about the requirements for the eoming vear
of such commodities as perishable products,
potatoes, meat, ete. I think they have shown
hy their remarks that they realise the
serionsness of the situation. Members can
rest nssured that the position is appreciated
by Ministers and departments and that
everything possible will be done to effect an
improvement as quickly ns possible. I know
from the disenssions I have had with the
Minister for Agriculture that he has n very
keen appreciation of the difficulties that
have developed so suddenly, difficuliies
brought about mainly as the result of a
large influx of various arms of the fighting
forces. Scemingly the proposals he has
made will have the effect of improving the
position, although it will be very dillicult
fo say that anything that may be done thix
season will be absolutely satisfactory in six
months’ time. However, members can rest
assured that everything possible will he
done,

Much concern has been expressed ahout
the restrictions imposed upon our wheat in-
dustry. One member wanted to know why
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Western Australian had been singled out
for a restriction on the arvea to be planted
this season. There again I was under the
hmpression that, in view of the large amount
of publicity in the Press, anyone associated
with the industry would have had some
knowledge of what was happening. I do not
want to deal with the matter at any length;
the Minister has explained it in another
place. Briefly, the position is that when the
Minister for Lands attended a conference
called to discuss the whole question of
wheat production in Australia, he found
that certain proposals had been submitted
which would have meant a reduction of acre-
age and production in Western Australia,
and would bave made the position in this
State almost impossible. At the conference
he was able to submit a ense which in the
main was accepted, and eventually it was
agreed that the Western Australian predue-
tion of wheat for this year should he
22,000,000 bushels. The fignre that our Min-
ister was advocating, after taking into con-
sikleration the question of manpower, ote,
was 23,000,000 bushels, Consequently, as a
result of the ease he put forwavd, a tre-
mendous improvement resulted.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Long betore that von-
ference the Minister for Lands advoeated a
yvestrietion in the acveaze,

The CHIKEF SECRETARY: That is so.

Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: Of course he meant
throughout Anstralia and not solely in West-
ern Australia.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. Quite
a number of schemes were put forward, and
at one stage it appeared as if the Com-
monwealth aunthorities, who had advaneed
aillions of money to assist the whentgrowers,
were renching o stage when they were likely
to say. “We are not going to provide any
more money, and in view of the uncertain
position with which we are faced, whereby
we are likely to have 130,000,000 hushels of
wheat in storage in Australia, it is neces-
sary that something be done to limit pro-
«luction.” The Commonwealth having
agreed to a total of 22,000,000 hushels for
this State, it became necessary to take some
steps by which every wheatgrower wonld
be ftreated as equitably as possible. It is
intended by the Commonwealth that some
compensation shall be paid to the wheat-
arowers who are not allowed to plant what
they otherwise wounld have planted.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: On what hasis?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I under-
stand that the basis has not yet been defer-
mined. Mr. Senlly has written to the Minis-
ter for Lands asking for the benefit of his
views, and the Minister is consulting people
associafed with the industry. Our views,
whatever they may be, will be considered by
the Commonwealth and I hope some equit-
able scheme will be arrived at.

This morning Sir Hal Colebatch asked
without notice whether I could tell him the
authovity under which instructions had heen
given with regard to advertising on the ex-
terior of shops from which the glass had
been removed and for which timber had
been substituted. ‘The authority is Regula-
tion 71 under the Civil Defence (Emergency
Powers) Aet, 1940, dated the 19th March,
I express my appreciation of the very cour-
teous way in whiech members have received
my remarks. Many other subjects might
have heen touched on, but I have veplied to
the more important matters that were men-
tioned. In view of the faet that the purpose
for which the motion was moved has been
achieved, T now ask leave of the House to
withdraw it.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn,

MOTION—LICENSING ACT.
As to Restrictions on Liguor Sales.

Doebate resumoed from the 16th April on
the following motion hy Hon. C. F. Baxter
(East) :—

1, That iu the opinion of this House any
further liquor restrietions proposed by the
State Governmeng should be confined to arens
already preseribed, and in these areas—

(1) The closing time be 7 p.m, in lieu

of 6 pam.

(1) No liquor in bottles be supplied from

any licenseld premises after 4 pam.

{(¢) No liquor in hottles or other con-

tainers  advertising such  liquors
shall he displayed after 4 pam.
2 And in addition throughout the State—

(n) For sly grog selling there shall he

imprisonnent for the first and any
subsequent  offence  without the
option of a fine

(1) That it shall be made an offence for

any person to bring into or have
in his possession any liquor within
the precincts of any public hall
where any entertainment is heing
or ahout to be held.

{¢) And that the provisions of the

Licensing Aet be rigidly enforeed.
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HON. H, SEDDON (North-East} [3.58]:
Ineidentally, the meotion standing in the
name of Mr. Baxter is not of such import-
ance ag the faet that the Prime Minister has
issued a further regulation under which
arrangements have been made that the time
during which public honses may be open for
the sale of liquor shall be restricfed to cer-
tain hours.

Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: No, that came prior
to my giving notice of my motion,

Hon. H. SEDDON: There are some eir-
cumstances associated with the regulation
that Mr. Baxter’s motion will not meet. It
has required a war to bring home to our
people the serious evils that result from ex-
cessive indulgenee in liguor, as a vesult of
which the Commonwealth Government was
compelled to take action. From what I have
seen and have been told, I have reason to
believe that there has heen a distinet im-
provement in eonditions since effeet was
given to the I'rime Minister’s decision.

There has been mueh criticism of the elos-
ing of hotels at 8 p.m. Mr. Baxter’s sug-
gestion is that the closing time shall be 7 p.m.
One of the prominent evils of the traffic is
the sale of hottled beer, which is purchased
hefore the hotels close and consumed later in
the evening. The proposal that no liguor
shall be sold in bottles after 4 p.m. has this
ohjection, that it could be evaded by men
buying the liquor before 4 p.m, and waiting
until ¥ o'clock to take it away. It has been
preposed  in some  quarters to  hreak
the continuity of trading hours; that
the hotels opening from 11 am. to 2
pm, and then from 4 pm, to 7
pom.  If the sale of hottled beer is
restrictedd to the earlier period, then the
question of taking it away at the closing
time of 7 p.m. will not arise. That sugges-
tion has been made to the authorities; but
it appears to me the greater evil associated
with the liquor traffic arises from the fact
that peaple are obtaining beer and other
liquor in hottles and consuming it in the
course of the evening, with results that do
not vefleet credit on the community.

With regard to the excessive drinking now
taking place, much might be said as to the
eause, One must have a great deal of sym-
pathy for visiting tvoops, who find them-
selves in a strange eity with a few hours to
spare and nowhere to go. A step has, how-
ever, been taken in the right direction by
certain hodies, which are endeavouring to
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provide entertainment and opportunity for
these pcople to make better use of their
time. That should be cneouraged and I
trust the Government will assist the move-
ment, hecause if appears to me to be all fo
the good. Much has been said and will be
seid about the psychology of drink. Many
people, tor example, consider that drinking
is due largely to the fact that people nced
company. That is why I make the sugges-
tion to which I have just referred. Then
there is what is known as the eseape atti-
tude; people are worried and think that by
drinking they ean obtain {emporary surcense
from their troubles and problems. Some
suggestions which have heen made T feel we
can entirely support. The proposal to re-
duec the aleoholic content is, in my opinion,
most desirable. 1 think it will effect a con-
siderable improvement in the econdition to
which the Prime Minister has referred. The
reduction in output of 33 per cent. ix also
a wise step, and will undoubtedly have hene-
ficial effeets,

I shall conclude by repeating some remarks
made by me when diseussing the Ministerial
Statement. [nless these regulations ave en-
foreed more ciliciently than are the provisions
of the Licensing Aect, they will not be worth
the paper they are written on. The admin-
istration of the Licensing Act has for many
vears left o great deal to be desived. It ia
contended that many of the evils which have
arisen are due entirely to the failure ade-
quately to administer the law.  For that
reason [ am inclined to think that the motion
will seareelv meot the conditions; it is &
question of administration.  These regula-
tions must he effectively enforeed in order
to achieve the results expeeted of them.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [4.3]: 1
desire fo sav a few words on the moiion.
Tn my view, the cause of the complaints
about the wunlimited abuse of liquor eon-
sumption and its resnlts is due entirvely io
the ahuse of the law, as stated by Mr. Sed-
don. The abuse is not actnally the rvesult
of the law, hut is due to the lack of its en-
foreement. Mr. Baxter drew attention to the
sly-grog selling in this State; people were
getting hehind the lnw.  Many instanees
have heen cited of people purchasing
bottled liquor and eonsuming it after the
closing hour of hotels. In my opinion, when
the licensing laws were passed, we belirved
we were doing better than were the Eastern
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States hy fixing the hours from 9 am. to
9 p.m, instead of from 6 aun. to 6 p.au.
But the fact vemains that just hefore closing
time young people had the opportunity to
purchase hottles of liquor, which they took
either to some friend's house or to some
place where an entertainment was procecd-
ing.  That has constantly led to endless
trouble and rows; and it has interfered with
the pleasure of good people. It has also
led to much sly-grog selling.

Hon. T. Moore: What about the cocktail
parties of the upper classes? Ave they not
demoralising the publie, too!

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Yes,

Hon. T. Moore: They have been the
leaders.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: No doubt they

should be put down. What I say probably
applies more fo the people who take cock-
tails than to the people who drink beer, 1
shall deal with the suggestion put forward
that the standurd of liquor is vesponsible
for mueh of the trouble. Our laws provide
a standard higher than that which prevails
in the Eastern States. It would be much
hetter if the standard were veduced, because
a persen conld drink more liguor and it
would not have the result that we have seen
in the streets of Perth in reecent times.

1 am concerned about the vationing of
liquor in conntry distriets, which have not
benefited to the same extent as has the met-
ropolitan arvea. People in the eountry have
putsued their ordinary routine; in fact,
mueh less liguor has been sold there becruse
of the decline in population due to the
voung men joining the forees. Still, coun-
try districts nre subject to the restriction,
notwithstanding that the hotels ecater to a
large extent for the travelling public. The
early closing of hotels has also operated
somewhat unfairly te those whose work
prevents them from obtaining refreshment.
Country people have complained to me that
rationing should not apply to them. How-
ever, I understand that it applies generally
throughout Australia.

The motion suggests that the elosing time
of hotels shonld he 7 p.m. I would prefer
that it he fixed at 8 p.m.; I think the hours
should be from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.,, and from
4 pan. to 8 p.m., thus making up the seven
hours suggested by the Prime  Minister.
That would he more convenient to those who
knoek off work at a late hour and eannot
make the best use of their opportunity to
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obtain a drink. Many of such workers do
not get their evening meal until 7 o'elock,
and it wounld be muech more convenient to
the larger part of the community were the
hours changed in the way I suggest. I do
not wish to move an amendment to the
motion. I am satisfied there is much to be
said for it, and I sinecerely support it.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [4.12]: If the disecussion on
this motion has diselosed anyihing at all,
it certainly has served to indicate how difli-
cult it is to get wnanimity as to what s
neeessary.  Hardly two members who have
spoken to the motion have been in sgree-
went; each has differed in some way or other
from the rvemainder who have contributed
to the debate. The present position is gav-
crned by a Commonwealth regulation; the
latest proposal of the Federal Government,
which it was infended should have been in
aperation a week or two ago, has been post-
poned pending the mecting of Premiers this
week in the  Hastern  States. T have no
doult that the Commenwealth (fovernment
will proeeed with its proposal 1o limit the
namber of trading houvs for hotels through-
out the Commonwealth. I cannot imagine
any difference heing made in the total hours
of trade as between State and State, or
between various parts of a State. However.
if the Commonwealth earries out its ovigi-
nal intention, the trading hours will be left
to the various States to determine, as long
as the hours do not exeeed a total of seven;
or, if that nomber is altered, whatever num-
her is fixed.

Quite apart from any opinion that might
he expressed by members on the motion, the
Commonwealth Government will  undoubt-
edly further restriet liquor trading through-
out the Commenwealth. With regard to the
alosing time of hotels, there is sueh a hig
difference of opinion amongst members that
it would he very hard indeed to arvive at
n time whieh would not mcet with eriticisny
from one seetion or anather. At present.
§ o'clock closing is in operation and theve
ean he no doubt that sinee the commence-
wment of that elosing hour there has heen
n conciderable tmprovement in the condi-
tinng in the metropolitan areu.

TTon. Sir Hal. Colcbatch: They have been
arresting the drunks.

Hou. W. J. Mann: Considerable elis-
ahility, toa!
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The CHIEF SECRETARY : 1| might deal
with that aspeet, too. One of the main ecom-
plaints raised against 6 o’clock closing is
that it does not allow individunls employed
until 6 o'eloeck in the evening to have a
drink hefore they go home. 1| am inelined
to think that too much hnportance has been
attached to the neeessity for the individual
to have a drink whenever he  knocks off
work, no matter what time it might be.
There are people in Midlund Junetion who
advocate that holels should he elosed after
8 o'clock because certain shift workers
come off duty al  that hour. There are
prople in other parts of the State advocat-
ing very lafe hours beeanse shift workers
are emploved till late at night.

Hon. W J. Manu: What is the position
in Kalgoorlie and Boulder?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They have
been able to abtain liguor when thev have
come ofl shifis,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: At any tme.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, not at
any time. Very nearly, though! This ques-
tion of 6 o'elock eclosing seems 1o have
hecome o soct of slogan with some people,
and far more importance appears to
be attached to 6 o'elock than there shoukd
he. At present, with darkness falling early,
[ think that 6 o'clock is ¢uite lote
enough, but 1 also  think  that  the
suggestion of the Civil Defenee  Comneil,
which is reeeiving consideration, that shops
and foetories should elese al 5.30 during
the winter months, would overcome the difii-
culty and mect the ohjection that i- raised
to the effect that large numbers of people
normally employed until (¢ o’cloek cannot
abtain their dvink of heer or spirvit, as the
case way be, when they finish work. There
seoms to he a big difference of opinion as
to whether there should be a (wo-hour break
in the day, or less, or no hrenk at all. Avgu-
ments could be addueed in favour of every
one of these suggestions. My own opinion
at present is that there should be no hrealk
at all.

Hon. G, W, Miles: T do not agree.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Tt will be
very hard to get cveryhody to agvoe, hut
my idea is hased on experience over the last
month or two. If there is s break in the
middle of the dax it will inevitably he
found that when the hotel is closed at half-
past one or 2 o’clock, certain people will
desite to take further supplies out with
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them. Experience has shown that such sup-
plies are consumed in the streets with the
result that we have the econditions about
which complaint has been made. It would
not matter whether a hotel closed at one,
two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight or
nine o'clock. 'We would still have to put
ap with that condition of affairs. Looking
at the matter by and large, my impression
is that it there are to he limited trading
hours, they should be for one period.

With rezard to the question of prohihit-
ing the sale of liquor in hottles atter 4+ p.m.
there ean be no doubt that the sale of bhot-
tled liquor has heen very badly abused and
that has beenr one of the tnain causes of
some ol the trouble we have experienced.
There is a lot to be said for the suggestion
that there shonld be no sale of bottled liquor
after a given hour. It seems to me that
what should be the time limit afler which
nn hottled heer should be sold depends on
what are the hours of trading.

Hon, . F. Baxter: When vou say heer
vou mean liguor generally, do you not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: One ean
auite nnderstawd there being a noamber of
differend ideas on that pavticalar point, The
motion nuxt yefers to prohibiting the display
of liquor in bottles after four pan., but the
mover of the inotion has admitted that pro-
posal to he impracticable. The next para-
graph deals with sly grog selling and ve-
qnests that fmprisonment shall he inflieted
for the first and subsequent offencer without
the option of a line. Members spoke in sup-
port of the proposal, and there may he
something in the argument, | am not going
fo sav that even that would be absolutely
effective, 1 do sav, lowever, that T ontively
disagrer with the members who have referred
to the administration of the Licensing Aet
in this State in adverse terms that were very
strong in =ome instances, T lwelieve that the
Licensing Aet in this State is administered
hetter than the Liecnsing Aet in any other
part of the Commonwealth.

Hon, G. W, Miles: Do vou sny that the
sale of liguor is in accordance with the Aet?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T say that
the Aet is ndministered in this State hetter
than in other States,

ITon. Sir Hal Colebatch: That is not say-
ing very mueh, is it?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It may not
be, but it i suflieient for me to take exeep-
tion to some of the statements that have
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been made, It is quite easy to eriticise and
suy that eevtain things should be done, but it
is not always easy to do them. So far as sly
grog sclling is concerned there is nothing
more tricky and nobody could be more astute
than those engaged in this particular calling.
I want to congratulate cur police on their
efforts in regard to putting down sly grog
sales in Western Australia.

ITon. G. W. Miles: I de not.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member does not know =0 much about it
as I do.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I know & lot ahout it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Our police
force has done remarkable work in that
direction in the last year or two. Do not
forget, when discussing this question, that
we have not a policeman for every hotel or
every sly-grog shop, and do not forget that
some of the things we are complaining about
are not offences. Where offences have heen
committed the police have heen very sue-
cessful in recent times.

Hon. H. Seddon: With regard to hours
the police are a law to themselves, quite re-
gardless of the Licensing Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member might have that impression.

Hon. H. Seddon: You have only to read
the Act to sce that is so. ’

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
need for me to read the Act. I know it suf-
ficiently.

Hon. H, Seddon:
what | say is correct.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Tt must be
apparent to those who bave been criticising
the Police Department in regard to sly-grog
selling that unless evidence is available it is
no use taking a ease to Court, and it is no
use members saying they kuow this and
they know the other. I have had a humber
of members tell me that they knew this
and they knew that, but they have not been
ahle to give me a lead to go on and have
not been able to sabstantiate theiv state-
ments, Tn one or two instances they have
nol been game to do so when it was pos-
sible,

Haon, G. W. Miles: Yon want private
eitizens to do police work for you, do yon?

The (‘HIEF SECRETARY: Xo, I am
pointing ont that we have not a peoliceman
for every hotel.

Then yon know that
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Hon, G. W. Miles: We know that, but
you have a police force to carry out the
laws of the land, which they do not do.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We have
policeman who do it very successfully.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Some of them, yes!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The next
pari of the motion states

(b) That it shall be made an offence for
iy person to bring inte or have in hig pos-
session any liquor within the preeinets of any
public hall where any entertainment is being
or about to he held,

1 supposc that nothing has given move
trouble in reeent times than the consump-
tion of liquor in places of public entervtain-~
ment, but there again I must remind mem-
bers that at present it is not an offence.

Hon, U, ¥. Baxter: You ean make it
one.

The CHIEF SECHRETARY: Yes, pro-
vided we ave prepared to amend our Aet
to that extent. While there is such a
divergence of opinion in vegard to what
should be done, serious consideration has
heen given to what can be done. It is a
fact that we look to our police to adminis-
ter the low to the best of their ability and
it is also a fact, as pointed out by Mr.
Seddon, that in some parts of the country
the peliceman is the man responsible for
the observanee or otherwise of the law. I
do not think there can be too many legiti-
mate complaints against the police gener-
ally in that vegard. We have considered
this ¢uestion and eontend that 6 o’clock
elosing has made a hig improvement in eon-
ditions in recent times. However, we are
nof wedded to that hour. When the Premier
veturns from the Eastern States, after hav-
ing heard what Premiers are proposing to
do in other States of the Commonwenlth,
we shall probably give consideration to the
hour at present stipulated, and in order to
vomnlvy with the desives of the Common-
wealth Government will possibly find it de-
sirtahle to provide for varving hours in
different parts of the State. We shall not,
however, he able in get awav from what-
ever total number of hours ave decided om
as heing the hours for liquor trading,

Talking sbout the administration of the
linuor laws and the faet that we rvely om
the pelice to administer them, gives me an
apnortnnity to state that sinee the com-
mencement of the war tremendous duties
have heen thrust on the police foree of this
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State, and it has not been possible, with the
existing personnel, to undertake everything
with which the foree hus been expected to
cope. Unfortunately, we are not able to
obtain properly trained policemen at a few
moments’ notice. We are augmenting our
strength to an extent that will make it
easier at any rate to carry out the many
duties thrnst npon the Police Department
ag o result of the war situation. 1 would
like to issue a warning to some of those
people who have been exploiting the pre-
sent position, that we do not propose to
be very lenient in regard to matters of this
kind. $o far as it is possible for the police
to supervise the application of the reguta-
tions governing the liquor trade, or in any
other respect, they will do their duty te the
best of their ability, I believe the lounge
trade within the last six months has de-
veloped in many hotels to such an extent
that it has become one of the main ecanses
of the trouble.

Homn, T. Moove:
phase.

The CLHEF SECRETARY : Of course it
is not an offence for a person to have a
aiink in a lounge.

{ton. U 1% Bexter: No, not unless he or
she is under 21 vears of age and that is
the tronble,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. With
2 view to meeting that position the Gov-
<ernment is appointing an additional nnm-
ber of women poliee.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Apart from that, the
identifieation cards will be a help.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes; one
would almost think that Mr. Baxter had
overheard a conversation hefween those re-
sponsible for the administration of these
remulations before he tabled his motion.
This tends to show that there is at any rate
# large measure of agreement hetween Mr.
Baxter, myself and others responsible for
this phase of onr activities.

Hon. T. Moore: Great men think alike.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T am in-
clined to think that the inerensed netivities
of the police oflicers will bring abont a con-
siderable improvement. Members eanr rest
assured that the department will do its best
in all the cireumstances. References have
heen made to the large number of convie-
tions obtained for drunkenness during the

That is a disgracefnl
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last few weeks. The number of couvietions
has certainly heen larger than recorded at
any previons date for a similar period.
That is accounted for hy the fact that in
peace time the police have Dbeen content to
advise individuals under the influence of
liquor to go home rather than to place them
under arrest. That course was generally
pursued unless the intoxieated individual
was inelined to be quarrelsome.  Today
people under the influence are charged with
drunkenness.

In the past the police have earried ount
a tremendous lot of good work in a reason-
able way, but today circumstances are dif-
ferent. I imagine that what has taken place
will lead to an appreciable improvement in
the liquor trade. There are not many who
exploit the business, but there are un-
doubtedly a few and I think those few wounld
he well advised to take notice of the warn-
ing I have issued. The authorities will pay
every attention possible to the pelicing of
the regulations and see that they ave car-
ried out.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Will that apply
to the goldfields?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : If there is a
limitation of seven hours applied to the
trade, RKalgoorlie will be directly affeeted.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: For seven days
a week?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T do not
know that the regulations say anything
about application for seven days a week. We
had better wait and see what they specify.
Whatever is speecificd will be ecarried out.
From my remarks, it will be understood that
1 do not agree entirely with the motion be-
fore the House. 1 eannot agree that re-
strietions should apply only to the metro-
politan area, particularly in view of the
limitation of hours. I agree there is ground
for different closing hours being fixed in
different parts of the State and that some
restriction should be placed on the sale of
hquor in botfles. On the other hand, as I
have already indicated, the whole nuestion
will receive the attention of the Govern-
ment when the Premier returns from the
lastern States.

On motion by Hon. C. ¥. Baxter, debate
adjourned.

House adjonrned at 4.35 p.m.



